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PARISH OF
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
e SEVENOAKS

CHURCHES IN SEVENOAKS, OTFORD,
BOROUGH GREEN AND WEST KINGSDOWN

40 Days 40 Photos

A Visual Lenten Journey

1 Ashes - #ashtag

2 St. Katherine Drexel - Racial Justice

3 Lenten meal

4 Violet

5 Your Lenten Sacrifice
6 The Number 40

7 Bible

8 Your Favorite Saint

9 Take a photo of your pet. i

10 Lenten meal

11 Peace

12 Adoration Chapel
13 Merciful

14 Nature

15 Favorite Ministry
16 Family

17 St. Patrick

18 Bible

19 Gentle Shepherd
20 St. Joseph

Hashtag - #40PhotosLent

21 Compliment

22 Place of Worship

23 Favorite Charity

24 Lenten meal

25 Favorite Family Activity
26 Favorite Prayer

27 Jesus Hugs

28 The Blessed Mother Mary
29 Bread and Wine

30 Fasting

31 Walking

32 Praying Hands

33 Choices

34 Lamb

35 Palms

36 Oils

37 Water

38 Feet

39 Crucifix

40 Fire

For more visit: https://mommacan.com/40-days-of-photos-for-lent/

Parish Newsletter 6" March 2022

Today’s Mass: FIRST SUNDAY of LENT (Year C)
Deuteronomy 26: 4-10; Psalm 90; Romans 10: 8-13; Luke 4: 1-13

First Reading: an early creed or confession of faith, recalling the rescuing of the people of God in the

Exodus. The ‘wandering Aramaean’ refers to Jacob.

Psalm: this is a rare occasion when the psalm refers to the Gospel not the First Reading. The devil
sneakily quotes it in the third temptation!

Second Reading: we comply with St Paul’s exhortation that our lips should ‘confess that Jesus is Lord’
during the ‘Lord, have mercy’ (the Kyrie, eleison”) at Mass.

Gospel: Jesus is tempted by the devil in the wilderness for forty days. Pope Benedict XVI wrote that at
the heart of these temptations “is the act of pushing God aside because we perceive him as secondary, if
not actually superfluous and annoying, in comparison with all the apparently far more urgent matters
that fill our lives”.

Fr Dowid




ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
SEVENOAKS

Sunday Mass times:
Saturday
6:00pm

Sunday

8:00am (Latin)

9:15am (Children’s Liturgy of Word)
11:15am

6:00pm
Adoration:
Monday 8:30am - 9:30am
Tuesday 6:00pm - 7:00pm

High Street, Otford
TN14 5PH

Western Rd, Borough Green
TN15 8AG

Fawkham Rd, West Kingsdown
TN15 6JP

Weekday Mass times:

Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 9:30am
Wednesday 8:00am
Thursday 12:00noo0n
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 9:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday

10:00am - 10:30am,

5:15pm - 5:45pm

MOST HOLY TRINITY
OTFORD
Mass times: Sunday 9:30am
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)
Wed 10:00am

Holy Days of Obligation 10:00am

Adoration: Thursday 7:30pm - 8:30pm
Friday 11:00am - 12:00noon

ST JOSEPH’S
BOROUGH GREEN

Mass times: Sunday 9:30am
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)
Thurs 10:00am
Holy Days of Obligation 6:00pm

ST BERNADETTE’S
WEST KINGSDOWN

Mass times: Sunday 11:00am, Friday
10:00am

Holy Days of Obligation 11:00am
Rosary: 1st Wed every month at 7:00pm
Adoration: Wed 12:00noon- 1:00pm

ST THOMAS CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

South Park,
Sevenoaks, TN13 1EH
www.saintthomas.co.uk

Granville Road,
Sevenoaks TN13 1ER

Parish Office: Magdalena Wiacek
Monday - Friday
9:30am - 12:30pm
Tel: 01732 454177
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk
www.sevrcparish.org.uk

Church contact:
Barry Authers
Tel: 01959 524362
sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk

Church contact:
Antoni Offert
Tel: 07513 041075
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk

Church contacts:
Jill & John Gobel
Tel: 01474 853676
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk

Executive Head :
Mrs Katherine Sexton
Academy Principal :
Ms Geraldine Leahy
Tel: 01732 453921

GOD LOVES HIS CHILDREN
MASS ACTIVITY FOR CHILDREN

What have you decided to do _
during Lent? Draw yourself
inside the angel keeping

your Lenten promise.

Word Serdch

Words to find:

ANGEL LENT SPIRIT
DAY LOAF STONE
DESERT LORD TEMPT
HILL PRAY TOWER
JESUS SING

Dear Jesus pleose help me
fo grow closer to you this Lent.
I weant to be more loving and
do to what is right, just like
you. Help me fo talk to you
more and to give my fime and
energy fo other people. Amen

redemp'(?)nst

lors

Sunday 6 March 2022
Luke 4:1-13
st Sunday of Lent

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus goes into the wildemess where he
is tempted. Although it is hard, Jesus does not give in to temptation
but does what he knows is right. Jesus trusts God the Father.

Look
Carefully

Jesus wants to
find his way out
of the desert
so that he can
start teaching
the Good News.
Can you
help him
find his way?
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CONTACTS & ORGANISATIONS

Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury, Sevenoaks
Presbytery and Parish Office: 12 Granville Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1ER
Website: www.sevrcparish.org.uk Tel: 01732 454177

Parish Priest: Fr David Gibbons, KHS davidgibbons@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Peter Littleton peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Deacon: Rev’d Neil Philipson neilphilipson@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Mrs Magdalena Wiacek sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm

Safeguarding Rep: Ken Baines sevenoakssgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
The Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator can be contacted on 020 7261 1606; in an emergency dial 999

Adoration
Barry Authers adoration@sevrcparish.org.uk

Altar Servers (St Thomas’s)
Catherine Ingram Ingramfamily1l5@yahoo.com

Catenians
Social club for Catholic men
Aiden O’Mahony aidan.omahony@btinternet.com

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sunday Mass
Sevenoaks, 9:15am Mass:

Mark O’Prey sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk
Otford, 9:30am Mass:

Magdalena Wiacek sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk
Borough Green, 9:30am Mass:

Fiona Newton - fionanewton321@btinternet.com

Choirs

Music Group:

Lonnie Christophers lonniechr@hotmail.com
Traditional Choir: Barbara Page 01732 454726
Borough Green: Chris Hurll chris.hurll@outlook.com

Church Cleaning (St Thomas’s)
Jim McSharry jamesmcsharry@hotmail.com

Confirmation Programme
Gabrielle Ellis seveoaksconfirmation@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Finance Committee
Secretary: Mary Scott 3maryscott@gmail.com

FirstHoly Communion &Reconciliation Programme
Ingrid La Trobe sevenoaksfhc@rcaos.org.uk

Flowers (St Thomas’s)

Jan Gordon janice.gordon47@hotmail.com
Gift Aid:

Sean Corrigan sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk

Holy Trinity Committee
Secretary: Barry Authers sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk

Lectio Divina
Kathie Gonzalez 01732 761253

Listening to you (Bereavement Support)

Third Monday, 10:30am in Parish Room

Ronnie Campbell 01732 452988, Sarah Harrison 01959
522357, Kate Travers katetravers521@hotmail.com and Ann
Livingston annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk

Loaves and Fishes Foodbank
Isabelle Mercer: h.imercer@btopenworld.com

Mothers’ Prayers
Mondays, 11:30am at Star House, Star Hill Road
01959 532505

Baby & Toddlers Group
Thursdays 9:30am - 11:30am, Parish Centre
Mary Hunt 07890 229794

Parish Evangelization Team

David Cooper dpcoopl1963@gmail.com

RACET (Rural Africa Children’s Education Trust)
MaryAnn Perasso 01959 522337, www.racet.org

Readers, Ministers & Welcomers Rota (St Thomas’s)
Andrew Pembroke st.thomas.rota@gmail.com

Repository
Christine Landon christinedlandon@gmail.com

RCIA
For adults becoming Catholic
Andrew La Trobe andrew.latrobe@gmail.com

Retreats
Catherine Roger c.rodger@btinternet.com

St Bernadette’s Committee
Secretary: Jill Gobel jill.gobel@btinternet.com

St Joseph’s Committee
Secretary: John Foley johnandmariefoley@gmail.com

The Pilgrims

For retired parishioners

Jackie Pembroke ac.jbpembroke@gmail.com
or 01732 450197

Scripture Fellowship
Reading a Gospel together
Andrew Wilkinson andrewwilkos@gmail.com

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP)
Paul Boyle 07796564018
Kathie Gonzalez sevenoakssvp@gmail.com

Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM)
West Kingsdown UCM:
Monica Biggs mmdbbiggs@outlook.com

Webmaster
Barry Authers sevenoakswebmaster@rcaos.org.uk
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TODAY

Supply priests

Assisting us again this Sunday are Fr Bryan Wells and Fr
James Boner, OFM Cap.

Second Collection

Today’s Second Collection is a diocesan collection for
Poor Parishes. This collection enables the Archbishop
to make grants to some of the poorer parishes in the
diocese.

9:15am Mass

The Children’s Liturgy of the World takes place today at
this Mass at St Thomas'’s.

Adoration & Benediction

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this afternoon at
5:00pm in St Thomas's, concluding with Benediction at
5:30pm.

THIS WEEK

Monday: Afternoon Lent Prayer Group

We invite all Parishioners at 2:30pm - 3:15pm in the
Parish Centre, St Thomas, for quiet prayers and
reflection together. Led by Pat Harman and Janet Clare.

Tuesday

Year 3 attend the 9:30am Mass. As always parents and
family members are especially invited to attend as well.

Thursday: Frank Haggarty RIP

Funeral Mass at 11:00am at Most Holy Trinity, followed
by Burial.

Friday: CAFOD Fast Day

The idea is that you fast as a family on Friday, and
donate the money you would have spent to the CAFOD

Lent Appeal. Place your donation in next Sunday’s
Second Collection.

Visit https://cafod.org.uk/ for more information,
fundraising, prayers, resources for families and young
people, and to donate online.

LENT

Stations of the Cross

At St Thomas’s on Fridays at 8:00pm. At Most Holy
Trinity, Otford on Thursdays at 7:30pm, instead of the
usual Holy Hour. At St Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown
on Fridays at 7:30pm. For those wishing to participate
in the Stations of the Cross online, the four recordings
from last year (one for each church) are available via
the link on the Parish website.

Adoration & Benediction on Sundays, 5:00pm in
St Thomas's

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 5:00pm every
Sunday in Lent in St Thomas’s, concluding with
Benediction at 5:30pm. Why not make this your extra
Lenten prayer ?

Lent Course: A Practical Introduction to Intimate
Prayer

Fr Peter is offering a Lent course on Thursday evenings
at 8:00pm for the first six weeks of Lent. Each session
will consist of a 20 minute talk about the life of prayer,
followed by a 20 minute time of silence, in which
participants are invited to pray using a different
method each week. The evenings will conclude with
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, and - for those
who wish - refreshments and the chance to ask
guestions or discuss further.

10" March — Problems in prayer

17* March — Hearing God

24" March — Prayer & our conversion
31+March — Prayer & our salvation

7t April - The Examination of Conscience

It is hoped that the course will offer those who
struggle with prayer a ‘way in’ to this important aspect
of the spiritual life. For those who may already be
regular and familiar with their life of prayer it will,
hopefully, offer the chance to experience some new
ways of praying, which can be important, at times, to
help refresh and renew way in which we spend time
with the Lord.


https://cafod.org.uk/
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PARISH AND OTHER NOTICES

Confessions

Every Saturday in St Thomas’s, 10:00am - 11:00am and
5:15pm - 5:45pm. For COVID safety we are using the
side Chapel rather than the Reconciliation Chapel at
the moment.

Confessions can also be heard after any Mass (at both
St Thomas’s and at the outstations). Don’t be shy
about asking one of the visiting priests to hear your
Confession. Remember: Confession is not an optional
extra for the pious; it is required for all Catholics at
least once a year.

NOTICES

A parishioner reflects on her faith

The latest in our series of interviews by Andrew La
Trobe is now on the parish website: an interview with
Gina Hartnett. On the home page of the website
(http://www.sevrcparish.org.uk/) click on ‘Parish
YouTube Videos’ and you can watch it.

Finance

The January Parish Offertory (ie excluding Christmas
Offerings and Second Collections) was £11,854. Thank
you for your generosity.

Southwark Catholic Youth Service

In addition to their regular posts reflecting on the
day’s Gospel or feast day, throughout Lent SCYS social
media will be releasing video reflections. You can find
out more by following Southwark Catholic Youth
Service on Facebook (@scys.uk), Twitter (@SCYS1) or
Instagram (scys1).

Southwark Spirituality Commission: Online Lent
Retreat

During each week of Lent the Archbishop will
introduce a video, an Old Testament passage will be
read, and a brief talk will follow exploring themes
connected with the Gospel. The content can be
viewed at any time, and the talk will be accompanied
by suggestions for prayer and reflection through the
week. For full details and to sign up: http://
www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/.

Advance Notice: Parish Garden Party

The Garden Party is back and will be on Sunday 3rd
July, in the Presbytery garden, from 12:30pm. Save
the date now! Free food and drink as usual. If you can
run a stall, children’s games, make food, generally help
etc please contact Ben Andradi: Ben.Andradi@

gmail.com.

9:15am Mass Children’s Liturgy of the Word

For the time being it will run on the first and third
Sundays of the month, and initially it will be for
childrenin Years R, 1 and 2.

In order to expand it back to every week and for all pre
First Holy Communion year children we need more
catechists and parents to assist. The more there are
the less frequently it comes around! CLOW catechists
must be DBS checked for the parish first. Please
contact Mark O’Prey (sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk) if
you can possibly help in this way. And please spread
the word that it is restarting.

A Newsletter typo

“Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our
Church and community.”

ANNIVERSARIES

Becky Simmonds, Mary Oram, Margaret Coghlan,
Edith Withers, Germaine Davies, John Phillips,
Clarissa Orchard, Edith Weaver, Dorothy Allen,
Kenneth Blake, Jan Kuraszewicz, Michael Sullivan,
Margaret Geer, Mona Foucher, William Querney,
William Welsh, Nora Rigg, Patrick Rudden, James
Boddy, Arthur Stapleton, Yolande Brown, Sam Quick,
James D’arcy, John Marchant, John McGavin, Doreen
Watts, Robert Withers, Peter Mulheron, Ken
Wheatcroft, Giovanni Nagari.

Eternal rest grant unto them...

PLEASE PRAY

¢ for an end to the pandemig;

¢ for peace in Ukraine;

¢ for God’s help in observing prayer, fasting and
almsgiving this Lent;

¢ for Piermario Lichi RIP.

St Roch, pray for us.
St Joseph, pray for us.
St Thomas of Canterbury,
pray for us.
St Bernadette, pray for us.
St Edith of Kemsing, pray for us.
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f the Paschal Triduum and the Fifty Days are

the radiant centre of the liturgical year, Lent

is the season that prepares the minds and

hearts of the Christian people for a worthy
celebration of these days. ..... The scriptural readings of
the Lenten season find their deepest sense in relation to
the Paschal Mystery that they prepare us to celebrate.
(Homiletic Directory §57).

During Lent | will examine the Gospel Readings for each
Sunday, bearing in mind that the Lectionary Readings
for Lent have been selected in order to help us prepare
for the great celebration of Easter. It is easy for us to
see the connection between the forty days Jesus spent
in the desert and the forty days we spend in Lent.
Indeed, if we observe Lent unstintingly we are as it
were participating in the forty days of Jesus and in his
experience there of fasting and being tempted.

Today’s Collect uses the striking phrase “through the
yearly observances of holy Lent” and this reminds us
that Christ is present and at work in His Church in this
holy season, and it is His purifying work in our
penitential practices which gives our self-denial its
saving significance.

The Gospel on the First Sunday is always the
temptation of Christ in the desert at the beginning of
His public ministry: in this Year C we hear Luke’s
version. The number forty is meaningful. Israel passed
forty years wandering in the desert, from Egypt to the
Promised Land. But, in contrast to the rebellious
Israelites who provoked God by their disobedience in
their forty years, Jesus was totally obedient to the
Father’s will and fulfils Israel’s vocation perfectly. Forty
recalls also Moses’ forty days on Mount Sinai before he
received the tablets of the Covenant.

That the temptations in the forty days took place in the
desert or wilderness is also significant. The desert,
with its wild beasts and other dangers and with no
food, is the opposite of the Garden of Eden. Christ, by
triumphing over the Devil and later enduring His
passion and death, is thus undoing the sin of Adam and
Eve.

The Devil tries three temptations, which at root are
about pushing God aside, regarding God as irrelevant
compared with our own desires and ideas, surely a
temptation very prevalent today in different forms.
The temptations do not directly invite Jesus - and us
today - to do evil; that would be too obvious. Rather,
they pretend to show us a better way, but moral

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

The Gospels of the Sundays in Lent 1

posturing is not better than following God’s way.

“If you are the Son of God” - we shall hear these words
again from the mocking bystanders at the foot of the
Cross - is challenging Jesus to provide proof as to who
He is. Do we too demand proof? If you exist God,
show yourself; give us evidence, Jesus, that you are the
Saviour.

The first temptation is “turn this stone into a loaf”. s
there any more powerful argument against the
existence of God than world hunger? Should we not
turn to human concepts and ideas, Marxism perhaps,
to solve world hunger? And yet, just as God gave the
people manna in the desert so too Jesus fed the people
with bread in the miracle of the multiplication of the
loaves and continues to feed us in Holy Communion.

Secondly, on a mountain the Devil invites Jesus to
worship him and He will receive lots of power and
glory. Isn’t this the mission of the Messiah? By
contrast Jesus on the mountain of the Transfiguration
says “all authority of heaven and earth has been given
to me” (Matthew 28:18). Christ’s glory derives from
His obedient passion and death and subsequent
resurrection and it gives Him authority in heaven. To
put it another way, the kingdom of heaven is
completely different from the passing kingdoms of this
world.

Finally the Devil quotes Scripture to lure Jesus into a
trap. Jesus quotes Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:16) in
response. If we try to test God, like a laboratory rat,
we shall never find him or his reality.

What does Jesus’ victory over the temptations give us?
Pope Benedict (in Jesus of Nazareth) gives us the
answer: “the answer is very simple: God.” God alone is
the true reality, not all these worldly distractions. God
alone is to be worshipped. In this “venerable and
sacred time” (Prayer over the Offerings) we try to rid
ourselves of human distractions and selfish desires so
as to put God, his word and commandments, at the
true centre of our lives.
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CAFOD LENT CALENDAR 2022

MASS INTENTIONS

ALL MASSES ARE AT ST THOMAS'S CHURCH UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
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Lent calendar 2022
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Help stamp out hunger one step at a time.

SUNDAY 6" MARCH
6:00pm (Sat)
8:00am (Latin)
9:15am
11:15am
6:00pm
9:30am Otford
9:30am Borough Green
11:00am West Kingsdown
Monday 7™ Feria
8:00am
Tuesday 8" Feria
9:30am
Wednesday 9" Feria
8:00am
10:00am Otford
Thursday 10" Feria
10:00am Borough Green
12:00noon
Friday 11" Feria
8:00am

10:00am West Kingsdown
Saturday 12" Feria
9:30am
SUNDAY 13" MARCH
6:00pm (Sat)
8:00am (Latin)
9:15am
11:15am
6:00pm
9:30am Otford
9:30am Borough Green
11:00am West Kingsdown

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (C)

Donor’s Intention

Barbara de Havilland RIP (Birthday)
People of the Parish

George Rizza RIP

Fr David Hutton RIP

Peace in Ukraine

Michael Smith RIP

Barry McGirr RIP

Health of Sarah Boyle
Alison Fitzgerald RIP (2" Anniversary)

Timothy & Cleta Andradi RIP
George Caldwell RIP

Archbishop Peter Smith RIP

Private Intention

David & Colleen Lockyer
(Wedding Anniversary)

Rev’d Michael Gould RIP

Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (C)

Donor’s Intention

People of the Parish

In thanksgiving from Mercado family
Ivan Jones RIP (Birthday)

Peace in Ukraine

Teresa Mary Watts RIP

Izabela’s parents: Zofia & Zdzislaw RIP
Kathy Frazer RIP

Please remember the sick
who have been
commended to

our prayers, especially:
Deidre Thomas, Ann
Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane
Tabor, Ken Holmes, Mary
Scott and all in care and
nursing homes

Prayer for All
The Faithful Departed.

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual
light
shine upon them.

May they rest in peace.

FAITH IS SO
POWERFUL IT
CAN ONLY
COME AS A
GIFT FROM
GOD

LATIN
ANTIPHONS

Entrance Invocabit me, et
ego exaudium eum; eripiam
eum, et glorificabo eum,
longitudine dierum
adimplebo eum.

Communion Non in solo
pane vivit homo, sed in
omni verbo quod procedit
de ore Dei.




