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Today’s Mass:  FIFTH SUNDAY of LENT (Year C) 

At Masses except the 11:15am Mass:   

   Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 125; Philippians 3: 8-14; John 8: 1-11 

First Reading:  Isaiah recalls the wilderness wandering in Exodus and Numbers, but above all 

looks forward to the saving power of God to be experienced in the future. 

Psalm:  a psalm of joy to come and hope in salvation from God. 

Second Reading: Paul tells his personal story to emphasise the importance of renouncing self 

and accepting Christ Jesus as Lord. 

Gospel:  Jesus’ reaction to the woman caught in adultery.  He does not condone adultery (‘don’t 
sin any more’) but nor does he condone the woman’s condemnation to death.  Why does he not 

condone her killing?  Because it would prevent her redemption by preventing her repentance. 

Likewise we must not drive adulterers and other sinners away, but give them chance to repent 

and be reconciled. 

  

At the 11:15am Mass:   Ezekiel 37: 12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8: 8-11; John 11: 1-45 

These Year A readings are used when those on the RCIA programme have their Third  

Scrutiny.  The Gospel is the last and greatest of the ‘signs’ in the Fourth Gospel, the raising of 

Lazarus.  Confronted with the finality of death, Martha makes a profession of faith similar to St 

Peter’s: “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God”.  Jesus responds with his famous  

revelation: “I am the resurrection and the life”.  The key to receiving this resurrection and 

(eternal) life is faith, faith in Jesus Christ. 

Fr David Annabella’s First Holy Communion CELEBRATION on 1st September 2021  
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Western Rd, Borough Green  
TN15 8AG 

 

Mass times:  Sunday 11:00am 
Friday 10:00am    

Holy Days of Obligation 11:00am 
Adoration:  Wed 12:00noon- 1:00pm 

St Bernadette’s  
West kingsdown 

 

 Church contacts:  
Jill & John Gobel 

Tel: 01474 853676 
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 

 

Church contact:  
Barry Authers 

Tel: 01959 524362 
sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk 

 

 Church contact:  
Antoni Offert  

Tel: O75I3 O4IO75  
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 

 

Sunday Mass times:   
Saturday   
 6:00pm 
 
Sunday   
 8:00am (Latin)    
 9:15am ( ) 

11:15am 
 6:00pm 
 
 
 

Adoration:   
Monday       8:30am - 9:30am 
Tuesday        
 
 
 

Weekday Mass times: 
Monday  8:00am 
Tuesday  9:30am 
Wednesday  8:00am 
Thursday  12:00noon 
Friday  8:00am 
Saturday  9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  
 10:00am - 10:30am, 
5:15pm - 5:45pm 

Granville Road, 
Sevenoaks TN13 1ER 

 
Parish Office: Magdalena Wiacek 

Monday - Friday 
9:30am - 12:30pm 
Tel: 01732 454177  

sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
www.sevrcparish.org.uk 

  

High Street, Otford   
TN14 5PH 

Mass times:  Sunday 9:30am 
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 

Thursday 10:00am 
Holy Days of Obligation 6:00pm 

 
Executive  Head: 

Mrs Katherine Sexton 
Academy Principal: 
Ms Geraldine Leahy 
Tel: 01732 453921 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury  
Sevenoaks 

MOST HOLY TRINITY  
OTFORD 

St Thomas’ catholic  

primary school 

Fawkham Rd, West Kingsdown  
TN15 6JP 

St Joseph’s  
BOROUGH GREEN 
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God loves his children 
Mass activity for children 

Mass times:  Sunday 9:30am   
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)   

Wednesday 10:00am    
Holy Days of Obligation 10:00am 

Adoration:  Thursday 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
Friday 11:00am - 12:00noon 

South Park,  
Sevenoaks, TN13 1EH 

www.saintthomas.co.uk 



Alison Fitzgerald RIP 
Memorial Mass on Saturday at 12:00 noon in St 
Thomas’s. 
  

Next Sunday: SVP Palm Sunday Second Collection 
The parish SVP will send the Palm Sunday collection to 
DePaul International, the world umbrella body for 
national SVPs, for their Ukraine appeal. 
 

Notices 
 

Confirmation 2022 
Attention all those currently in Year 7 or above: 
registration for this year’s Confirmation programme is 
now open.  Please register online at 
sevrcparish.org.uk.  An outline of important dates is 
available there.  Closing date: Friday 6th May 2022. 
  

Altar Servers 44th Annual Rally 
Monday 2nd May at The Friars, Aylesford; Principal 
Celebrant the Archbishop.  Medals for membership of 
the Guild of St Stephen will be awarded at the 
Mass.  Arrive for 10:15am to obtain the medals and 
certificates, or for existing members of the Guild 
assemble at 11:00am. 
  

Vacancy at the Retreat Almshouses 
There is a vacancy at one of the almshouses adjacent 
to the Methodist church in The Drive, Sevenoaks: it is a 
small bungalow comprising living room, bedroom, 
bathroom and kitchen, with a tiny garden; the rent is 
modest.  Residents must be people in need who 

• are of good character and at least 60 years old, 

• were born in Sevenoaks or district, 
have lived here for at least ten years. 

For further details contact Michael Bignall, 4 Park 
View, Seal Hollow Road, Sevenoaks TN13 3BU. 
  

Advance Notice: Parish Garden Party  
The Garden Party is back and will be on Sunday 3rd July, 
in the Presbytery garden, from 12:30pm.  Save the 
date now!  Free food and drink as usual.  If you can run 
a stall, children’s games, make food, generally help etc 
please contact Ben Andradi: Ben.Andradi@gmail.com.  

 

Please pray 
 

 for an end to the pandemic; 

 for peace in Ukraine; 

 for God’s help in observing prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving this Lent; 

 for the catechumens and candidates on our RCIA 
programme. 

 

TODAY 
 

Second collection 
The Second Collection at each of the four churches is 
for Easter Flowers at that church. 
  

Supply priests 
As ever we are grateful for assistance from Fr Bryan 
Wells and one of the Capuchins from Erith. 
  

11:15am Mass 
The RCIA catechumens and Candidates have their Third 
Scrutiny and receive the Lord’s Prayer. 
  

Adoration & Benediction 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this afternoon at 
5:00pm in St Thomas’s, with Benediction at 5:30pm. 
 
 

THIs week 
 

Monday: Afternoon Prayer Group & Pilgrims’ Lent 
Reflections on the Way of the Cross 
Monday, 2:30pm in the Parish Room, using Mgr 
Dickens’ ‘Steps of Pain, Steps of Hope’. 
  

Mary Glover RIP 
The Funeral of Mary Glover is at the Vinters Park 
Crematorium on Wednesday. 
  

St Thomas’s Church Spring Clean 
On Thursday from 10:00am to 11:00am.  No experience 
required - just enthusiasm, to present Our Lord’s House 
at its best for the forthcoming most Holy Feast.  Just 
turn up on the day. 
 

Thursday: Lent Course: A Practical Introduction to 
Intimate Prayer 
The last session in Fr Peter’s course, on Thursday at 
8:00pm.  This week’s subject is the Examination of 
Conscience.  Refreshments afterwards. 
  

Stations of the Cross 
At St Thomas’s on Fridays at 8:00pm, at Most Holy 
Trinity, Otford on Thursdays at 7:30pm, and at St 
Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown on Fridays at 7:30pm, or 
online via the link on the Parish website. 
  

Otford garden working party 
Calling all parishioners at Most Holy Trinity to come for 
a few hours on Saturday from 10:00am to help tidy our 
lovely grounds.  Please bring any garden tools you 
have, gloves and a kneeler.  Refreshments will be 
provided.  No need to be an experienced gardener, just 
keen! 
  
 

Parish NOTICES 
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Contacts &  organisations 

Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury, Sevenoaks 
 

Presbytery and Parish Office: 12 Granville Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1ER 
Website: www.sevrcparish.org.uk   Tel: 01732 454177 

  

Parish Priest: Fr David Gibbons, KHS   davidgibbons@rcaos.org.uk 
           Assistant Priest: Fr Peter Littleton  peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Deacon: Rev’d Neil Philipson  neilphilipson@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Magdalena Wiacek  sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Office hours: Monday - Friday  9:30am - 12:30pm 

 

Safeguarding Rep: Ken Baines  sevenoakssg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
The Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator can be contacted on 020 7261 1606; in an emergency dial 999 

Adoration 
Barry Authers  adoration@sevrcparish.org.uk    
 

Altar Servers (St Thomas’s) 
Catherine Ingram Ingramfamily15@yahoo.com  
 

Catenians 
Social club for Catholic men 
Aiden O’Mahony  aidan.omahony@btinternet.com 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sunday Mass 
Sevenoaks, 9:15am Mass:  
Mark O’Prey  sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk 
Otford, 9:30am Mass:  
Magdalena Wiacek  sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
Borough Green, 9:30am Mass:  
Fiona Newton - fionanewton321@btinternet.com 
 

Choirs 
Music Group: 
Lonnie Christophers   lonniechr@hotmail.com 
Traditional Choir: Barbara Page  01732 454726 
Borough Green: Chris Hurll  chris.hurll@outlook.com 
 

Church Cleaning (St Thomas’s) 
Jim McSharry  jamesmcsharry@hotmail.com 
 

Church Flowers (St Thomas’s) 
Maria Boehne  mgbseal@hotmail.co.uk   
 

Confirmation Programme 
Gabrielle Ellis  seveoaksconfirmation@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Finance Committee 
Secretary: Mary Scott  3maryscott@gmail.com 
 

First Holy Communion  &  Reconciliation Programme 
Ingrid La Trobe  sevenoaksfhc@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Gift Aid:  
Sean Corrigan  sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Holy Trinity Committee 
Secretary: Barry Authers  sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Lectio Divina 
Kathie Gonzalez  01732 761253 
 

Listening to you (Bereavement Support) 
Third Monday, 10:30am in Parish Room 
Ronnie Campbell 01732 452988, Sarah Harrison 01959 
522357, Kate Travers  katetravers521@hotmail.com and Ann 
Livingston  annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Loaves and Fishes Foodbank 
Isabelle Mercer: h.imercer@btopenworld.com 
 

Mothers’ Prayers 
Mondays, 11:30am at Star House, Star Hill Road 
  01959 532505 
 

Baby & Toddlers Group 
Thursdays 9:30am - 11:30am, Parish Centre  
Mary Hunt  07890 229794 
 
 

RACET (Rural Africa Children’s Education Trust) 
MaryAnn Perasso  01959 522337, www.racet.org 
 

Readers, Ministers & Welcomers Rota (St Thomas’s) 
Andrew Pembroke  st.thomas.rota@gmail.com  
 

Repository 
Christine Landon  christinedlandon@gmail.com 
 

RCIA  
For adults becoming Catholic  
Andrew  La Trobe  andrew.latrobe@gmail.com 
 

Retreats 
Catherine Roger  c.rodger@btinternet.com 
 

St Bernadette’s Committee 
Secretary: Jill Gobel   jill.gobel@btinternet.com 
 

St Joseph’s Committee 
Secretary:  John Foley  johnandmariefoley@gmail.com 
 

The Pilgrims 
For retired parishioners 
Jackie Pembroke  ac.jbpembroke@gmail.com  
or 01732 450197
 

Scripture Fellowship 
Reading a Gospel together 
Andrew Wilkinson  andrewwilkos@gmail.com 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 
Paul Boyle 07796564018  
Kathie Gonzalez  sevenoakssvp@gmail.com 
 

Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM) 
West Kingsdown UCM: 
Monica Biggs mmdbbiggs@outlook.com  
 

Webmaster 
Barry Authers  sevenoakswebmaster@rcaos.org.uk    

mailto:Ben.Andradi@gmail.com
mailto:Ingramfamily15@yahoo.com
mailto:mgbseal@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mmdbbiggs@outlook.com


From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

T 
oday’s Gospel - the Woman Caught in 
Adultery - from John’s Gospel has 
produced a joke, which I hope you won’t 
find sacrilegious.  Jesus says ‘Let anyone 

who has not sinned throw a stone’.  One stone wizzes 
through the air and hits the woman.  Jesus turns and 
says ‘Mother, I have told you before not to interfere’. 

The portrayal here of the mercy of Jesus is as 
expressive as anything in Luke, the ‘Gospel of Mercy’.  
Jesus is pictured as the serene judge, majestic yet 
forgiving.  It is a moment of high drama, captured in 
Augustine’s succinct summary: relicti sunt duo, misera 
et misericordia (‘two were left, one miserable the other 
mercy’).  And to quote Raymond Brown in his 
Commentary: ‘the delicate balance between the justice 
of Jesus in not condoning the sin and His mercy in 
forgiving the sinner is one of the great gospel lessons’. 

Why the scribes and Pharisees bring the adulteress to 
Jesus - in their eyes a disreputable itinerant preacher - 
rather than dragging her before the Sanhedrin court is 
not quite clear.  What is clear is the nature of the trap 
they set.  If He decides in favour of the woman and 
orders her release, He violates the clear prescriptions 
of the Mosaic law about a married woman who 
commits adultery.  If He orders her to be condemned 
and stoned, He will be in trouble with the Romans as 
someone who disturbs the peace and will contravene 
his oft stated views on forgiveness.  It is similar to the 
trap of the Roman coin in Mark 12: 13-17. 

Understanding this passage centres on verse 7: “If 
there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the 
first to throw a stone at her”.  Jesus is not here saying 
that sins of the flesh are not that important; witness 
His last words “do not sin any more”.  Nor is He saying 
that every judge must be sinless in order to judge 
others, a principle which would render the office of 
judge impossible to discharge.  Neither is Jesus making 
a general statement forbidding capital punishment. 

He is dealing with zealots who have taken it upon 
themselves to enforce the law harshly, perhaps as a 
sort of lynch mob.  Jesus, probably mindful of Exodus 
23: 1-9, is demanding that their case is thoroughly 
lawful and that their motives are honest.  Although 
they appear zealous about enforcing the law, they are 
not really concerned about the real purpose of the law, 
and they are equally unconcerned about the woman’s 
spiritual state.  We don’t know if she was penitent or 
not.  In truth they are using her as a pawn to entrap 

Jesus.  Their motives are base and so their actions are 
not according to the law. 

By the way, what does Jesus writing in the sand mean?  
We don’t really know; various hypotheses have been 
put forward.  Perhaps Jesus was simply playing for 
time, thinking about it, or trying to look imperturbable 
and serene. 

The message for us, hearing the Gospel today, is not 
difficult to identify.  First, are we judgemental, despite 
being sinners ourselves?  It is very easy to fall into the 
trap of condemning someone but doing so out of 
unworthy motives, and pursuing the case harshly and 
without mercy.  We can all be self-righteous and 
hypocritical if we are not careful.  Or does this incident 
cause us to realise that we are sinners and deserve 
punishment?  We should remember the mercy 
extended to us by God, and seek to be ministers of 
God’s reconciliation in the world. 

Secondly, the story illustrates the harmony of justice 
and mercy in Christ’s salvation.  God, at the Day of 
Judgement, will pronounce sentence on the sinner, but 
he provides a way to escape condemnation, if we turn 
away from sin and embrace a life of holiness. 

Thirdly, Jesus perfectly exemplifies the old maxim hate 
the sin, love the sinner.  This is so hard to do in practice, 
but Jesus here shows us how to do it.  He condemned 
the sin but not the person.  He gives her the chance to 
repent of her sin and thus achieve redemption.  Mercy 
prevails over sin; this does not mean that justice is 
forgotten.  On the contrary, mercy restores a right 
relationship with God.  Furthermore, mercy always 
calls the sinner to repentance and conversion. 

9 

 

 Holy week at st thomas’s,  
Sevenoaks 

 
Palm Sunday (10th) 
 Holy Mass with Solemn Entrance or 
 Procession: 

          6:00pm (Saturday), 8:00am (Latin), 
 9:15am, 11:15am, 6:00pm 
Monday - Wednesday 
 Holy Mass 8:00am Monday & Wednesday, 
 9:30am Tuesday  
Maundy Thursday (14th) 

      No midday Mass.  Mass of the Lord’s 
 Supper 8:00pm 

Good Friday (15th) 

     Children’s Stations of the Cross 10:30am 

     GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 3:00pm,  
 followed by Confessions 
         Stations of the Cross 8:00pm 

Holy Saturday (16th) 

       Święconka: Polish Blessing of Easter food 
 etc 11:30am 
      EASTER LITURGY & MASS of the 
 RESURRECTION 9:00pm 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

       Holy Mass 8:00am (Latin), 9:15am, 
 11:15am, 6:00pm 

 
Holy week at most holy 

trinity,  Otford 
 

Palm Sunday (10th) 

    Procession & Holy Mass 9:30am  
 (not 9:15am as in previous years).   
 NB: no Wednesday Mass. 

Paschal triduum (14th - 16th) 

       Maundy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
 Supper 8:00pm, Good Friday Liturgy 
 3:00pm, Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 8:00pm. 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

      Holy Mass 9:30am  
  

Holy week at st joseph’s,  
borough green 

 
Palm Sunday (10th) 

     Procession & Holy Mass 9:30am.   
 NB: no Thursday morning Mass. 

Good Friday (15th) 

    Good Friday Liturgy 3:00pm 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

   Holy Mass 9:30am 
  

Holy week at st Bernadette’s,  
west kingsdown 

 
Palm Sunday (10th) 

    Procession & Holy Mass 11:00am.   
 NB: no Friday morning Mass. 
Good Friday (15th) 

   Good Friday Liturgy 3:00pm 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

   Holy Mass 11:00am 
  
The Second Collection on Good Friday is for the Holy 
Places, to help in the upkeep of churches, schools etc 
in the Holy Land.  Good Friday is a day of fasting and 
abstinence, Holy Saturday a day of fasting until the 
Vigil. 

Parish and other NOTICES 
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The Gospels of the Sundays in Lent 5 



Anniversaries 
 

Robert Hitchman, Fanny 

Fabri, Allan Hearn, Alice 

Hatfield, Iona Kramer, 

Giuseppe Villa, Betty 

Lumsden, May Bell, Joseph 

O’Neill, Lilian McCarthy, 

Lawrence Chamberlain,   

Agnes Emmerson, Mary 

Ridgewell, Dorothy Walker, 

Margaret Washboarn,  

Thomas Greene, Edmund 

Curtis, Thomas Griffin,  

Jane Heyward, Harold 

Fletcher, Laura Haffenden, 

Henry Bellingham, Edward 

Travers, Agnes Cramer, 

Paul Travers, Kathleen  

Lawless, John Dolby-Gray, 

Mary Warnett,  Jeanne 

Austin, John Scott. 

Eternal rest  
grant unto them, ... 
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Latin 

Antiphons 

Entrance  Iudica me, 

Deus, et discerne causam 

meam de gente non 

sancta; ab homine iniquo 

et doloso eripe me, quia 

tu es Deus meus et 

fortitudo mea. 

 

Communion  Nemo to 

condemnavit, 

mulier?  Nemo, 

Domine.  Nec ego te 

condemnabo: iam 

amplius noli peccare. 
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SUNDAY 3rd APRIL   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (C) 

 6:00pm (Sat)   People in Ukraine 

 8:00am (Latin)   Private Intention 

 9:15am    People of the Parish 

 11:15am    Sadie Gleeson RIP 

 6:00pm    Fr Huebert Miranda RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Magdalena & Dawid Wiacek (Birthday) 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Sean McDermott RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  More vocations to the priesthood 

Monday 4th  Feria 

 8:00am    Kenneth D’Souza RIP 

Tuesday 5th  Feria 

 9:30am    Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP 

Wednesday 6th  Feria 

 8:00am    Timothy & Cleta Andradi RIP  

 10:00am  Otford   Jay Simmons RIP 

Thursday 7th Feria 

 10:00am  Borough Green  Eileen Stevens 

 12:00noon    The Pickthorn family 

Friday 8th    Feria 

 8:00am    Christopher Latter (Birthday) 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown  Holy Souls 

Saturday 9th  Feria 

 9:30am     Fr Joe Andradi 

 12:00noon    Memorial Mass - Alison Fitzgerald RIP 

SUNDAY 10th APRIL  PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Fr Denis Paul RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)   Patricia Fleming RIP 

 9:15am    Bishop Charles Henderson RIP 

 11:15am    People of the Parish 

 6:00pm    Conrad RIP (Anniversary) 

  9:30am  Otford   Peace in Ukraine 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Gill Smith RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Bertha & Ruth Lett RIP 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

All too often, we think that Confession is about going to God with dejected looks.  Yet it is not so much that we go 

to the Lord, but that he comes to us, to fill us with his grace, to fill us with his joy.  Our confession gives the Father 

the joy of raising us up once more.  It is not so much about our sins as about his forgiveness.  Our sins are present 

but the forgiveness of God is always at the heart of our confession.  Think about it: if our sins were at the heart of 

the sacrament, almost everything would depend on us, on our repentance, our efforts, our resolves.  Far from it.  

The sacrament is about God, who liberates us and puts us back on our feet. 

 

Let us recognize once more the primacy of grace and ask for the gift to realize that Reconciliation is not primarily 

our drawing near to God, but his embrace that enfolds, astonishes and overwhelms us.  The Lord enters our home, 

as he did that of Mary in Nazareth, and brings us unexpected amazement and joy - the joy of forgiveness.  Let us 

first look at things from God’s perspective: then we will rediscover our love for Confession.  We need this, for every 

interior rebirth, every spiritual renewal, starts there, from God’s forgiveness.  May we not neglect Reconciliation, 

but rediscover it as the sacrament of joy.  Yes, the sacrament of joy, for our shame for our sins becomes the 

occasion for an experience of the warm embrace of the Father, the gentle strength of Jesus who heals us, and the 

“maternal tenderness” of the Holy Spirit.  That is the heart of Confession. 

 

In these days, news reports and scenes of death continue to enter our homes, even as bombs are destroying the 

homes of many of our defenceless Ukrainian brothers and sisters.  The vicious war that has overtaken so many 

people, and caused suffering to all, has made each of us fearful and anxious.  We sense our helplessness and our 

inadequacy.  We need to be told, “Do not be afraid”.  Yet human reassurance is not enough.  We need the 

closeness of God and the certainty of his forgiveness, which alone eliminates evil, disarms resentment and restores 

peace to our hearts.  Let us return to God and to his forgiveness. 

 

Today, renewed by forgiveness, may we too knock at the door of her immaculate heart.  In union with the Bishops 

and faithful of the world, I desire in a solemn way to bring all that we are presently experiencing to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary.  I wish to renew to her the consecration of the Church and the whole of humanity, and to 

consecrate to her in a particular way the Ukrainian people and the Russian people who, with filial affection, 

venerate her as a Mother.  This is no magic formula but a spiritual act.  It is an act of complete trust on the part of 

children who, amid the tribulation of this cruel and senseless war that threatens our world, turn to their Mother.  It 

is like what young children do when they are scared; they turn to their mother for protection.  We turn to our 

Mother, reposing all our fears and pain in her heart and abandoning ourselves to her.  It means placing in that pure 

and undefiled heart, where God is mirrored, the inestimable goods of fraternity and peace, all that we have and 

are, so that she, the Mother whom the Lord has given us, may protect us and watch over us. 

 

Mary then uttered the most beautiful words that the angel could bring back to God: “Let it be to me according to 

your word” (v. 38).  Hers was no passive or resigned acceptance, but a lively desire to obey God, who has “plans for 

welfare and not for evil” (Jer 29:11).  Hers was the most intimate sharing in God’s plan of peace for the world.  We 

consecrate ourselves to Mary in order to enter into this plan, to place ourselves fully at the disposal of God’s plans.  

After having uttered her “Fiat”, the Mother of God set out on a long journey to the hill country, to visit a relative 

who was with child (cf Lk 1:39).  She went with haste.  I like to think of this image of Our Lady going with haste.  She 

comes with haste to help and take care of us.  May she now take our own journey into her hands: may she guide 

our steps through the steep and arduous paths of fraternity and dialogue, along the way of peace. 

extracts from pope francis’ homily  
at the consecration of russia and ukraine 

to the immaculate heart of mary 

Please remember the sick who have been commended to our prayers, 
especially: 
 

Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken Holmes,  

Mary Scott, Sean Cloke and all in care and nursing homes. 


