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Today’s Mass:  PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD (Year C) 

Luke 19: 28-30; Isaiah 50: 4-7; Psalm 21; Philippians 2: 6-11; Luke 22: 14 - 23: 56 

Gospel:  Jesus enters Jerusalem as the Messiah (this is the significance of the details such as the 

donkey and the colt).  But He is not universally welcome; the Pharisees complain, and Jerusalem 

is the city which kills the prophets (see Luke 13:34). 

First Reading:  this prophecy of the suffering servant, innocent but not retaliating, would be  

fulfilled by Christ, as we shall hear in the Passion Reading. 

Psalm:  although the suffering servant feels abandoned he ends up praising God.  Similarly, 

Christ’s passion ended in His triumph; His suffering is the way to His glorification. 

Second Reading: Christ humbly accepted death on a cross, but precisely because of that God 

raised Him high so that everyone would acknowledge Him as Lord. 

Passion:  Luke’s account of Christ’s Passion.  At the words ‘he breathed his last’ all kneel and 

pause a moment.  Please join in the crowd parts. 

Fr David 
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 6:00pm 
 
Sunday   
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 9:15am ( ) 

11:15am 
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Adoration:   
Monday       8:30am - 9:30am 
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Weekday Mass times: 
Monday  8:00am 
Tuesday  9:30am 
Wednesday  8:00am 
Thursday  12:00noon 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  
 10:00am - 10:30am, 
5:15pm - 5:45pm 
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Parish Office: Magdalena Wiacek 

Monday - Friday 
9:30am - 12:30pm 
Tel: 01732 454177  

sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
www.sevrcparish.org.uk 
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Mass times:  Sunday 9:30am 
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Holy Days of Obligation 6:00pm 
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Mrs Katherine Sexton 
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Ms Geraldine Leahy 
Tel: 01732 453921 
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St Thomas’ catholic  

primary school 

Fawkham Rd, West Kingsdown  
TN15 6JP 

St Joseph’s  
BOROUGH GREEN 
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God loves his children 
Mass activity for children 

Mass times:  Sunday 9:30am   
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)   

Wednesday 10:00am    
Holy Days of Obligation 10:00am 

Adoration:  Thursday 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
Friday 11:00am - 12:00noon 

South Park,  
Sevenoaks, TN13 1EH 

www.saintthomas.co.uk 



certificates, or for existing members of the Guild 
assemble at 11:00am. 
 

Advance Notice: Parish Garden Party  

The Garden Party is back and will be on Sunday 3rd July, 
in the Presbytery garden, from 12:30pm.  Save the 
date now!  Free food and drink as usual.  If you can run 
a stall, children’s games, make food, generally help etc 
please contact Ben Andradi: Ben.Andradi@gmail.com.     
 

The Passage (the Catholic charity working with 
homeless people) 

Income is below the level of previous years, 
presumably because of ‘competition’ for the needs of 
Ukraine, but we still need to provide for the homeless 
in London.  There is still £100,000 available of allocated 
matched funding for donations made by Tuesday 19th 

April.  Please visit  https://bit.ly/BigGiveMarch22 to 
support their Big Give campaign.  Every £1 donated 
online makes £2 and £2.25 if you Gift Aid it. 
 

Kent Catholic Schools Partnership 

We need you: can you help us improve the educational 
experience for our children, by becoming a Governor 
and supporting and challenging our school 
leaders?  KCSP is looking for members who could 
commit to approx. 4 meetings a year + monitoring 
visits to a school.  If you would like to help shape the 
Catholic Education provided to our young people, then 
please email governance@kcsp.org.uk.  Induction and 
training is provided, no previous educational 
governance experience is required.  
 

Ukraine donations 

On Monday we sent a whole van of donations to the 
Lewisham Polish Centre, from where a lorry went to 
Ukraine.  As one of the drivers said, “with these 
donations one hospital will be well equipped”.  We 
collected approximately 2000 tins, 50kg of sweets, 
100kg of dry food, 2 large boxes of medicines, 2 large 
boxes of female hygiene items, 2 large boxes of baby 
items, 6 large boxes of warm clothing, 3 large boxes of 
sleeping bags and blankets, 2 boxes of electrical items 
and candles, and 2 large boxes of kitchen items.  £452 
was raised on the JustGiving page which was donated 
to UNICEF Poland.   

Money and items can still be made to the Lewisham 
Polish Centre.  Thank you for your support and 
donations. 

Magda Wiacek 

 

TODAY 
 

Procession or Solemn Entrance 

At the 9:15am and 11:15am Masses at St Thomas’s 
please collect your palm branch, hymn book and 
Newsletter and assemble in the Presbytery garden for 
the Palm Gospel and Procession into Church.  At other 
Masses please assemble as directed by the welcomers. 
 

Second collection 

The annual SVP collection will be sent to DePaul 
International for their Ukraine appeal.  For bank 
transfers to the parish SVP, use (reference Ukraine 
appeal): Sort code: 60-60-04, Account no: 46076484, 
Account name: St Vincent de Paul Society.  This 
collection will ensure that the best help reaches those 
most in need of it. 
 

Supply priests 

As ever we are grateful for assistance from Fr Bryan 
Wells and one of the Capuchin friars from Erith. 
 

11:15am Mass 

The Music Group leads the music today. 
 

Adoration & Benediction 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this afternoon at 
5:00pm in St Thomas’s, with Benediction at 5:30pm. 
 

Ecumenical Open Air Prayer Gathering for 
Ukraine 

There is another open air Prayer Gathering for Ukraine 
in the Vine Gardens today at 4:00pm. 
 

Next Sunday 

The collection will be your Easter Offering to Fr David 
and Fr Peter. 
 

notices 
 

Confirmation 2022 

Attention all those currently in Year 7 or above: 
registration for this year’s Confirmation programme is 
now open.  Please register online at 
sevrcparish.org.uk.  An outline of important dates is 
available there.  Closing date: Friday 6th May 2022. 
  

Altar Servers 44th Annual Rally 

Monday 2nd May at The Friars, Aylesford; Principal 
Celebrant the Archbishop.  Medals for membership of 
the Guild of St Stephen will be awarded at the 
Mass.  Arrive for 10:15am to obtain the medals and 

Parish NOTICES 

3 

 

10 

Contacts &  organisations 

Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury, Sevenoaks 
 

Presbytery and Parish Office: 12 Granville Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1ER 
Website: www.sevrcparish.org.uk   Tel: 01732 454177 

  

Parish Priest: Fr David Gibbons, KHS   davidgibbons@rcaos.org.uk 
           Assistant Priest: Fr Peter Littleton  peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Deacon: Rev’d Neil Philipson  neilphilipson@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Magdalena Wiacek  sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Office hours: Monday - Friday  9:30am - 12:30pm 

 

Safeguarding Rep: Ken Baines  sevenoakssg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
The Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator can be contacted on 020 7261 1606; in an emergency dial 999 

Adoration 
Barry Authers  adoration@sevrcparish.org.uk    
 

Altar Servers (St Thomas’s) 
Catherine Ingram Ingramfamily15@yahoo.com  
 

Catenians 
Social club for Catholic men 
Aiden O’Mahony  aidan.omahony@btinternet.com 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sunday Mass 
Sevenoaks, 9:15am Mass:  
Mark O’Prey  sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk 
Otford, 9:30am Mass:  
Magdalena Wiacek  sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
Borough Green, 9:30am Mass:  
Fiona Newton - fionanewton321@btinternet.com 
 

Choirs 
Music Group: 
Lonnie Christophers   lonniechr@hotmail.com 
Traditional Choir: Barbara Page  01732 454726 
Borough Green: Chris Hurll  chris.hurll@outlook.com 
 

Church Cleaning (St Thomas’s) 
Jim McSharry  jamesmcsharry@hotmail.com 
 

Church Flowers (St Thomas’s) 
Maria Boehne  mgbseal@hotmail.co.uk   
 

Confirmation Programme 
Gabrielle Ellis  seveoaksconfirmation@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Finance Committee 
Secretary: Mary Scott  3maryscott@gmail.com 
 

First Holy Communion  &  Reconciliation Programme 
Ingrid La Trobe  sevenoaksfhc@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Gift Aid:  
Sean Corrigan  sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Holy Trinity Committee 
Secretary: Barry Authers  sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Lectio Divina 
Kathie Gonzalez  01732 761253 
 

Listening to you (Bereavement Support) 
Third Monday, 10:30am in Parish Room 
Ronnie Campbell 01732 452988, Sarah Harrison 01959 
522357, Kate Travers  katetravers521@hotmail.com and Ann 
Livingston  annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Loaves and Fishes Foodbank 
Isabelle Mercer: h.imercer@btopenworld.com 
 

Mothers’ Prayers 
Mondays, 11:30am at Star House, Star Hill Road 
  01959 532505 
 

Baby & Toddlers Group 
Thursdays 9:30am - 11:30am, Parish Centre  
Mary Hunt  07890 229794 
 
 

RACET (Rural Africa Children’s Education Trust) 
MaryAnn Perasso  01959 522337, www.racet.org 
 

Readers, Ministers & Welcomers Rota (St Thomas’s) 
Andrew Pembroke  st.thomas.rota@gmail.com  
 

Repository 
Christine Landon  christinedlandon@gmail.com 
 

RCIA  
For adults becoming Catholic  
Andrew  La Trobe  andrew.latrobe@gmail.com 
 

Retreats 
Catherine Roger  c.rodger@btinternet.com 
 

St Bernadette’s Committee 
Secretary: Jill Gobel   jill.gobel@btinternet.com 
 

St Joseph’s Committee 
Secretary:  John Foley  johnandmariefoley@gmail.com 
 

The Pilgrims 
For retired parishioners 
Jackie Pembroke  ac.jbpembroke@gmail.com  
or 01732 450197
 

Scripture Fellowship 
Reading a Gospel together 
Andrew Wilkinson  andrewwilkos@gmail.com 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 
Paul Boyle 07796564018  
Kathie Gonzalez  sevenoakssvp@gmail.com 
 

Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM) 
West Kingsdown UCM: 
Monica Biggs mmdbbiggs@outlook.com  
 

Webmaster 
Barry Authers  sevenoakswebmaster@rcaos.org.uk    

mailto:Ben.Andradi@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/BigGiveMarch22
mailto:governance@kcsp.org.uk
mailto:Ingramfamily15@yahoo.com
mailto:mgbseal@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mmdbbiggs@outlook.com


From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

T 
oday the Gospel is read at the beginning of 
Mass, at the Blessing of Palms.  This is 
adapted from a reflection originally 
composed for the Order of Knights of The 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. 

Blessed City,  Heavenly Salem, 
Vision dear of Peace and Love, 
Who, of living stones upbuilded, 
Art the joy of Heav’n above, 
And, with angel cohorts circled, 
As a bride to earth dost move!   

  Urbs Beata Jerusalem (office hymn for the 
  Dedication of a Church) 

 
Today we recall Jesus Christ’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem.  Not counting the three kings who went to 
Jerusalem before going on to Bethlehem on their 
pilgrimage to the infant Jesus (Matthew 2:1), the first 
pilgrim to Jerusalem of whom we have an account is 
the (name unknown) ‘Bordeaux pilgrim’ in 333, who 
seems to have found most of the churches in the holy 
places under construction. 
 
Most notably, some 50 years later Egeria made a 
pilgrimage, and seems to have found the inchoate 
Liturgy of the Church under construction, especially the 
Holy Week Liturgies.  She describes a procession on 
Palm Sunday from the Mount of Olives back down into 
Jerusalem, beginning at 5 o’clock in the afternoon: 

“all carry branches, some from palm and some 
from olive trees.  In this way the bishop is led 
down in exactly the same way as happened with 
the Lord. ….. Everyone is on foot, even the older 
men and women.  They escort the bishop, singing 
the responses and walking slowly so as not to tire 
those in the procession.  As a consequence it is 
evening by the time they reach the church, yet 
they still have the Service of Lights, then the 
prayer at the Cross, before the dismissal”. 

 
Since then countless pilgrims over the centuries have 
entered Jerusalem, in the footsteps of the Lord.  And 
not only pilgrims: Jerusalem has been entered by 
conquerors on at least 36 occasions.  Most famously 
Field Marshall Viscount Allenby, having vanquished the 
Ottoman Turks in the First World War, entered 
Jerusalem humbly (and wisely) on foot, through the 
Jaffa Gate, in 1917. 
 
 

We cannot all go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem this 
Sunday.  So on Palm Sunday we have our Processions 
into our Churches, much as happened in Jerusalem in 
Egeria’s day.  But, it is worth remembering that every 
time we attend Holy Mass we are - liturgically - 
entering Jerusalem as a pilgrim.  This is perhaps seen 
clearly in mediaeval English churches with their 
elaborate rood screens, through which the priest and 
his assistants pass to enter the Sanctuary, which 
represents Jerusalem - the place where Christ’s 
sacrifice was and is offered - and which is a but a copy 
of the real sanctuary in heaven (see Hebrews 9). 
 
Every church building is intended to be a sacramental 
building, both a reminder of the Temple in Jerusalem 
with its Holy of Holies and an image of the heavenly 
Jerusalem to which we journey as pilgrims.  The church 
building is meant to be an image of the heavenly 
Jerusalem described in Apocalypse 21.  In England & 
Wales, the queue for Holy Communion is (somewhat 
stereotypically, one might think) the form of reverence 
prescribed by our bishops, but the Communion 
Procession is not simply a way to get forward for Holy 
Communion: it is symbolic of each Christian’s 
pilgrimage, ‘from sin and self to union with God’ as 
Cardinal Hume once put it. 
 
That Holy Mass is a sacramental participation in the 
liturgy in the heavenly Jerusalem is at the heart of the 
Second Vatican Council’s teaching on liturgy: in our 
earthly churches “we sing a hymn to the Lord’s glory 
with all the warriors of the heavenly 
army” (Sacrosanctum Concilium §8).   
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  Holy week at st Thomas's,  
Sevenoaks 

 

Monday - Wednesday 
 Holy Mass 8:00am Monday & Wednesday, 
 9:30am Tuesday  

Maundy Thursday (14th) 

      No midday Mass.   
 Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8:00pm 

Good Friday (15th) 

     Children’s Stations of the Cross 10:30am 

     GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 3:00pm,  
 followed by Confessions 
         Stations of the Cross 8:00pm 

Holy Saturday (16th) 

       Święconka: Polish Blessing of Easter food  
 etc 11:30am 
      EASTER LITURGY & MASS of the 
 RESURRECTION 9:00pm 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

       Holy Mass 8:00am (Latin), 9:15am,   

 11:15am, 6:00pm 

 
The paschal triduum at most 

holy trinity,  Otford 
 

Paschal triduum (14th - 16th) 

       Maundy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s  Supper 
 8:00pm, Good Friday Liturgy  3:00pm, Holy 
 Saturday Easter Vigil 8:00pm. 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

      Holy Mass 9:30am  
  

The paschal triduum at st 
joseph’s,  borough green 

 

Good Friday (15th) 

    Good Friday Liturgy 3:00pm 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

   Holy Mass 9:30am 

 

The paschal triduum at st 
Bernadette’s,  west kingsdown 

 

Good Friday (15th) 

   Good Friday Liturgy 3:00pm 

Easter Sunday (17th) 

   Holy Mass 11:00am 

 

Chrism Mass 

On Wednesday at 11:15am at St George’s 
Metropolitan Cathedral, Southwark. 
 

Good Friday 

Good Friday is a day of fasting and abstinence (Holy 
Saturday is a day of fasting until the Vigil).  The 
Second Collection on Good Friday is for the Holy 
Places, to help in the upkeep of churches, schools etc 
in the Holy Land.  

The Churches Together in Sevenoaks & District Walk 
of Witness begins at 11:00am at St Luke’s Church of 
England Church and finishes at the clock at Bligh’s 
Meadow car park. 
 

Music at St Thomas’s 

The traditional Choir will sing at the Maundy 
Thursday and Easter Vigil Masses, and the Music 
Group on Good Friday. 
 

 Confessions 

Fr Bryan will hear Confessions after the Good Friday 
Liturgy at St Thomas’s.  At other Liturgies just ask the 
priest afterwards to hear your Confession.  Don’t be 
shy; they will be happy to do so. 

 

Please pray 
 

 for an end to the pandemic; 

 for peace in Ukraine; 

 for God’s help in observing prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving this Lent; 

 for the catechumens and candidates on our RCIA 
programme. 

 

St Roch, pray for us. 
St Joseph, pray for us. 
St Thomas of Canterbury, 
   pray for us. 
St Bernadette, pray for us. 
St Edith of Kemsing, pray for us. 

Parish and other NOTICES 
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The Gospels of the Sundays in Lent: Palm Sunday 



Anniversaries 
 

John Salt, Cyril Hardaker, 

Christina Chambers, Henry 

Glyde,  Michael O’Farrell, 

Mary Howes, Maire Collins, 

Joan Brooks, James Coles, 

Frederick Triggs, Sheila 

Bealtie, Jeanne Hart,  

Robert Hemmings, Louise  

Ducruet, Nora Fisher,  

Mark Landless, Kathleen 

Benn, Eileen Eastwood, 

Tom Scarisbrick, Mollie 

Farrell, Rita Quick, Roma 

Stuart, Ellen Colburn, 

Thomas Barnes. 

Eternal rest  
grant unto them, ... 
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Latin 

Antiphons 

Entrance (at the Blessing of 
Palms) 

Hosanna filio David: 
benedictus qui venit in 
nomine Domini, Rex Israel: 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

Communion 

Pater, si non potest hic calix 
transire, nisi bibam illum, 
fiat voluntas tua. 
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SUNDAY 10th APRIL  PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD 

 6:00pm (Sat)   Fr Denis Paul RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)   Patricia Fleming RIP 

 9:15am    Bishop Charles Henderson RIP 

 11:15am    People of the Parish 

 6:00pm    Conrad RIP (Anniversary) 

  9:30am  Otford   Peace in Ukraine 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Gill Smith RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  Bertha & Ruth Lett RIP 

Monday 11th     Monday of Holy Week 

 8:00am    Holy Souls 

Tuesday 12th     Tuesday of Holy Week 

 9:30am    Jay Simmons RIP 

Wednesday 13th     Wednesday of Holy Week 

 8:00am    Fr Joseph Phillips RIP  

Thursday 14th    MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 8:00pm      Donor’s Intention (AC) 

 8:00pm  Otford   Niall Hickey RIP (1st Anniversary) 

Friday 15th        GOOD FRIDAY 

 3:00pm    Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

 3:00pm  Otford   Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

 3:00pm  Borough Green  Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

 3:00pm  West Kingsdown Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

Saturday 16th    EASTER VIGIL (the MASS of the RESURRECTION) 

 8:00pm  Otford   Jay Simmons RIP 

 9:00pm    People of the Parish 

SUNDAY 17th APRIL  EASTER SUNDAY 

 8:00am (Latin)   Edward and Marguerite Maxwell RIP 

 9:15am    June RIP & Andy Hicks (Wedding Anniversary) 

 11:15am    George & Anne Ball RIP 

 6:00pm    Sadie Gleeson RIP 

  9:30am  Otford   Peace in Ukraine 

 9:30am  Borough Green  Margaret Vinson RIP & her family, friends  
      and for the congregation of St Joseph’s 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown  All parishioners 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

Thank you 
I'd like to say a very big thank you for your support this year.  In these unusual times, your support has 
been critical to keeping the parish financially afloat. 
 
You have protected the Parish 
One of the things that continues to help our financial position is that a clear majority of the parishioners 
who Gift Aid now do so by standing order.  A big thank you to all of you who have moved to doing a 
Standing Order.  I'm keen to continue this trend for two reasons: firstly it has protected us financially 
during the pandemic.  Secondly (more selfishly) it simplifies the back-office administration. 
 
For parishioners who use the weekly envelopes. 
I'm continuing to consolidate the Weekly Envelope numbers.  If the number on your box was above 50 
you will be receiving a new number.  By consolidating the numbers, we cut down on the number of boxes 
that we have to order from the printer.  It reduces the cost to us and we don't throw away surplus boxes 
unnecessarily.  Your boxes of weekly envelopes are now ready to be collected at the back of church.  
Please take your box home. 
 
For parishioners who have standing orders 
A small bundle of second collection and special collection envelopes are now ready to be collected at the 
back of church.  Each bundle is in an envelope with your name on.  Please find your envelope and take it 
home.  As technology moves on, some of you are now finding it more convenient to do additional bank 
payments for second collections or are using the machine at the back of St Thomas's.  Even so please take 
your envelopes home so that we do not miss any Gift Aid from your generosity at the second collections. 
 
Mea Culpa in advance 
With four ‘Mass centres’ in the parish, I try to make sure that the correct box or bundle goes to the right 
place.  It's more of an art than a science.  I have a long list which I keep and update each year where I 
have made a mistake in the past.  So, if I get it wrong, please let me know and email me at 
sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk or ring me on 07771945321.  I'll sort it out and get your envelopes to you. 
 
How significant is the tax relief to the parish? 
Everyone's contribution whether small or large is important.  In the 2020/21 tax year we were able to 
claim back from the tax authorities over £35,000.  It is a big part of our income and allows us to fund our 
four Mass centres and contribute to the diocese. 
 
Please consider joining the Gift Aid scheme. 
If you don't currently Gift Aid and are a taxpayer, the parish as a charity is able to reclaim the basic tax 
you have already paid on anything you give to the Parish.  We can then claim on all gifts like Mass 
offerings or even the First Communion Programme.  If you think that's a good idea, please just do it.  Take 
a moment to complete the Gift Aid Form; you only need to do it once.  You can put the completed forms 
in an envelope in the offertory collection or through the Presbytery door.  Alternatively, you can scan and 
sign the form and send it me at seveoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk.  If you'd like to have the forms electronically 
or you have a query you can contact me at sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk or ring me on 07771 945321. 

Sèan Corrigan 

GIFT AID 

Baptism 
 

Welcome to 

Charlotte Feneley 

who was baptized at  

St Thomas’s last weekend. 

Please remember the sick who have been commended to our prayers, 
especially: 
 

Angela Griffiths, Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor,  

Ken Holmes, Mary Scott, Sean Cloke and all in care and nursing homes. 

mailto:sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk
tel:07771945321
mailto:seveoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk
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