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Today's Mass: CORPUS et SANGUIS CHRISTI
Genesis 14: 18-20; Psalm 109; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26; Luke 9: 11-17

First Reading: Melchizedek, referred to here as “a priest of God most High”, brings bread and
wine, a prefiguring of the Eucharist. Melchizedek is mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer I and in
today’s Responsorial Psalm.

Psalm: as Son Christ shares in God’s supreme dominion, but He exercises His power in
priesthood.

Second Reading: the institution narrative in every Eucharistic Prayer is based on the Gospels
but also on this passage which, written some twenty years after Jesus died, is the earliest
testimony to the tradition. The first memorial acclamation is taken from this passage.

Gospel: the feeding of the Five Thousand. Moses had fed the Israelites in the desert (Exodus
16) and Elisha had fed the people with more than enough (2 Kings 4). Jesus also feeds the
people but His miracle exceeds the prophets’ miracles.

Like all the Gospels Luke clearly presents this miracle as having eucharistic overtones, as we
can discern from the verbs he uses to describe Jesus’ actions: as at the Last Supper (and as
every priest does at every Mass) He takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it, and gives it.

Fr Dowvid




ST THOMAS OF CANTERBU RY

SEVENOAKS
Sunday Mass times: Weekday Mass times:
Saturday Monday 8:00am
6:00pm Tuesday 9:30am

Wednesday 8:00am
Thursday 12:00noo0n
Friday 8:00am
Saturday 9:30am

Sunday

8:00am (Latin)

9:15am (Children’s Liturgy of Word)
11:15am

6:00pm

Adoration: Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Monday 8:30am - 9:30am Saturday
Tuesday 6:00pm - 7:00pm 10:00am - 10:30am,

5:15pm - 5:45pm

MOST HOLY TRINITY
OTFORD

Mass times: Sunday 9:30am
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)
Wednesday 10:00am
Holy Days of Obligation 10:00am

High Street, Otford Adoration: Thursday 7:30pm - 8:30pm
TN14 5PH Friday 11:00am - 12:00noon

ST JOSEPH’S
BOROUGH GREEN

Mass times: Sunday 9:30am
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)
Thursday 10:00am
Holy Days of Obligation 6:00pm

Western Rd, Borough Green
TN15 8AG

ST BERNADETTE’S
WEST KINGSDOWN

Mass times: Sunday 11:00am
Friday 10:00am
Holy Days of Obligation 11:00am
Adoration: Wed 12:00noon- 1:00pm

Fawkham Rd, West Kingsdown
TN15 6JP

ST THOMAS CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

South Park,
Sevenoaks, TN13 1EH
www.saintthomas.co.uk

Granville Road,
Sevenoaks TN13 1ER

Parish Office: Magdalena Wiacek
Monday - Friday
9:30am - 12:30pm
Tel: 01732 454177
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk
www.sevrcparish.org.uk

Church contact:
Barry Authers
Tel: 01959 524362
sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk

Church contact:
Antoni Offert
Tel: 07513 041075
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk

Church contacts:
Jill & John Gobel
Tel: 01474 853676
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk

Executive Head:
Mrs Katherine Sexton
Academy Principal:
Ms Geraldine Leahy
Tel: 01732 453921

GOD LOVES HIS CHILDREN
MASS ACTIVITY FOR CHILDREN
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The huge crowd is hungry. The people have been listening to Jesus
and novv it is late. The aposties only have five loaves and fwo fish.

Feeding

everyone It is not enough. Jesus asks them to sit people down. He blesses the
_ ¥ food and asks his friends to share it out. Everyone eats all they want
Jesus asked his friends fo feed — and there are twelve baskets of scraps left over!
the hungry people.
Can you help Jesus’ friends find S h are!
SR NG p o feed e crowa? The disciples gave Jesus five loaves ond two =7 7>, ~ 43"»-7\.
fish to share between five thousand people. '/ // // ,1':",:' \ /.'
Can you find them and colour them in? e Nt
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Can you draw a picture

N\y be\ §T medad | of your favourite food?
S Who would you like to N
o share this food with?
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Sharing

When | share...

Dear Jesus; you fed the

people who were hungry.

Help me fo share with people | make others h _ _ _ _ (yppa).

who are in need. | may not Lo

be able to feed s'oogypeop‘e' | feel k < . (dm) inside.

but | can make a difference if A :

| try to be like you. Amen. lamd___ _ (gnio) what Jesus did.

redempforist e gy s ot e TR

Sharirg: happy, kind, deirg.

Arswers



CONTACTS & ORGANISATIONS

Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury, Sevenoaks
Presbytery and Parish Office: 12 Granville Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1ER
Website: www.sevrcparish.org.uk Tel: 01732 454177

Parish Priest: Fr David Gibbons, KHS davidgibbons@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Peter Littleton peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Deacon: Rev’d Neil Philipson neilphilipson@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Mrs Magdalena Wiacek sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm

Safeguarding Rep: Ken Baines sevenoakssgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
The Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator can be contacted on 020 7261 1606; in an emergency dial 999

Adoration
Barry Authers adoration@sevrcparish.org.uk

Altar Servers (St Thomas’s)
Catherine Ingram Ingramfamily1l5@yahoo.com

Catenians
Social club for Catholic men
Aiden O’Mahony aidan.omahony@btinternet.com

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sunday Mass
Sevenoaks, 9:15am Mass:

Mark O’Prey sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk
Otford, 9:30am Mass:

Magdalena Wiacek sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk
Borough Green, 9:30am Mass:

Fiona Newton - fionanewton321@btinternet.com

Choirs

Music Group:

Lonnie Christophers lonniechr@hotmail.com
Traditional Choir: Barbara Page 01732 454729
Borough Green: Chris Hurll chris.hurll@outlook.com

Church Cleaning (St Thomas’s)
Jim McSharry jamesmcsharry@hotmail.com

Church Flowers
Kate Travers katetravers521@hotmail.com

Confirmation Programme
Gabrielle Ellis seveoaksconfirmation@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Finance Committee
Secretary: Mary Scott 3maryscott@gmail.com

FirstHoly Communion &Reconciliation Programme
Fr Peter Littleton: peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk

Gift Aid:

Sean Corrigan sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk

Holy Trinity Committee
Secretary: Barry Authers sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk

Lectio Divina
Kathie Gonzalez 01732 761253

Listening to you (Bereavement Support)

Third Monday, 10:30am in Parish Room

Ronnie Campbell 01732 452988, Sarah Harrison 01959
522357, Kate Travers katetravers521@hotmail.com and Ann
Livingston annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk

Loaves and Fishes Foodbank
Isabelle Mercer: h.imercer@btopenworld.com

Mothers’ Prayers
Mondays, 11:30am at Star House, Star Hill Road
01959 532505

Baby & Toddlers Group
Thursdays 9:30am - 11:30am, Parish Centre
Mary Hunt 07890 229794

RACET (Rural Africa Children’s Education Trust)
MaryAnn Perasso 01959 522337, www.racet.org

Readers, Ministers & Welcomers Rota (St Thomas’s)
Andrew Pembroke st.thomas.rota@gmail.com

Repository
Christine Landon christinedlandon@gmail.com

RCIA
For adults becoming Catholic
Andrew La Trobe andrew.latrobe@gmail.com

Retreats
Catherine Roger c.rodger@btinternet.com

St Bernadette’s Committee
Secretary: Jill Gobel jill.gobel@btinternet.com

St Joseph’s Committee
Secretary: John Foley johnandmariefoley@gmail.com

The Pilgrims

For retired parishioners

Jackie Pembroke ac.jbpembroke@gmail.com
or 01732 450197

Scripture Fellowship
Reading a Gospel together
Andrew Wilkinson andrewwilkos@gmail.com

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP)
Paul Boyle 07796564018
Kathie Gonzalez sevenoakssvp@gmail.com

Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM)
West Kingsdown UCM:
Monica Biggs mmdbbiggs@outlook.com

Webmaster
Barry Authers sevenoakswebmaster@rcaos.org.uk

PARISH NOTICES

TODAY

Corpus Christi Processions
At the 9:15am and 11:15am Masses at St Thomas’s and
at the Masses at the three Chapels, the Procession of
the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass, ending with
Benediction. After the post Communion Prayer, the
Procession will go out in this order:

e Altar Servers

e recent first Communicants, throwing rose petals

on the ground

e the Priest carrying the Blessed Sacrament

e the congregation.
At St Thomas’s use the Procession leaflets; at Otford,
Borough Green and West Kingsdown see page 8 of this
Newsletter.

Day for Life and Second Collection

Today is the annual Day for Life. This year our focus is
on caring for and valuing the elderly. Go to https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/dfl22/ for Pope Francis’ Day for Life
Message, our Bishops’ Message, and prayers for the
elderly.

The second collection provides core funding for the
Anscombe Bioethics Centre and to assist other life
related Catholic charities.

First Holy Communion

Welcome to Nadia Sainz Gonzalez, receiving her first
Holy Communion at the 9:15am Mass today (a most
appropriate day for a first Holy Communion if ever
there was one!).

THIS WEEK

Fr David

will be away this week, on his first holiday since the
pandemic started. He returns on Monday 27" June.

Feasts this week

There are a number of big Feasts in this week’s
Calendar. Monday is the memorial of S Alban, the first
martyr of Britain. Wednesday is the Feast of SS John
Fisher, Bishop and Thomas More, Martyrs. It is also the
anniversary of the ancient hierarchy founded by Pope S
Gregory the Great in 597.

Moved a day earlier than its normal day because of
Friday’s Solemnity, Thursday is the Solemnity of the
Nativity of S John the Baptist. Friday is the Solemnity
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, which speaks to us
of the self sacrificing and unconditional love of our
Blessed Lord; the Readings are from Year C. Saturday
is the memorial of the Immaculate Heart of Mary; this
is observed on the Saturday after the Second Sunday
after Pentecost.

Listening to You Group

In the Parish Centre from 10:30am on Monday. If you
have been bereaved — recently or a while ago — or who
have lost a job or something else important, just come
along for a sympathetic chat.

St Thomas’ School

Year 3 attend Holy Mass on Tuesday. As always,
parents and family members are especially invited to
join in this Mass.

‘(Re) Connecting with Faith’

The second of Fr Peter’s straightforward and accessible
talks about the Heart of the Catholic Faith. Snacks and
refreshments will be served. Wednesday. 8:00 pm in
the Parish Centre

Don’t worry if you weren’t at last week’s talk. Come
anyway, and bring a friend or family member. No need
to book, just turn up.

Holy Matrimony

The Wedding of Alastair Smith and Nicole Broster is on
Saturday at 2:00pm in St Thomas's.

NOTICES

Wednesday 29" June: Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul

This is a Holyday of Obligation, that is a day when you
should attend Holy Mass if you can. Please note a
change in the Mass times for St Thomas’s (caused by
School swimming lessons in the morning).

Holy Mass:

St Thomas’s: 8:00am (Latin), 12:00 noon, 2:00pm
(School Mass), 8:00pm.

Most Holy Trinity, Otford: 10:00am.
St Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown: 11:00am.
St Joseph’s Borough Green: 6:00pm.
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PARISH AND OTHER NOTICES

Parish Garden Party — 3" July

12:00 noon — 4:00pm in the Presbytery garden. This
is an inclusive event for young and old, families,
teenagers, retired and parishioners from all four
churches. No charge for entry, food or drink. There
will be a variety of food, including BBQ, children’s
games, entertainment and live music, bottle and toy
stalls, Parish raffle with prizes, and a bar. Most
parish groups will be taking part. All funds raised are
for the Parish.

The Bottle Stall is always popular. Please look
through your cupboards and bring bottles to the
Presbytery (champagne but not shampoo, Sangria
not sanitiser, Pimm’s not Pepsil!). Likewise donate
unwanted toys, teddies etc - in safe condition - and
bring them to the Presbytery.

If you have ideas for the Garden Party please contact
Ben Andradi at ben.andradi@gmail.com.

First Holy Communion 2023

If your child is currently in Year 2 or above, NOW is
the time to register them for the next Holy
Communion programme. Please register online at
sevrcparish.org.uk. The initial parents’ meeting will
be on Wednesday 6 July at 8:00pm.

Note that this is earlier than in previous years; this is
to enable the first Holy Communions to take place
before Corpus Christi next year.

Volunteers needed

Now that things are getting back to normal after the
pandemic, we need a number of volunteers. If YOU
can help, don’t hesitate to offer yourself.

Collection counters: can you count and are free on a
weekday morning? Please contact Fr David or Andy
Hicks (andyhicks4@gmail.com) if you could do this,
perhaps once a month or so. Now that many people
donate by Standing Order or via the card machine,
this is not as big a job as it used to be, but it still
needs doing.

9:15am Mass at St Thomas’s: we need a few more
catechists to help with the Children’s Liturgy of the
Word. If you possibly can, contact Mark O’Prey
(sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk).  Training will be
given, but note that a DBS check will be
required. Also, can you help provide some music at
this Mass, even if once a month? Contact Fr
David. The Fitzgerald family have restarted tea/
coffee and biscuits after this Mass. Speak to them if
you can help with this from time to time.

Foodbank

With the cost of living increasing so dramatically, the
number of people in need in our Parishes is also on
the rise with new referrals every week.
Unfortunately, our stocks are unusually low and we
don’t expect a large amount of donations until
Harvest Festival after the summer. To face this
situation, | propose monthly collections of non-
perishable food and hygiene products : Otford on the
first weekend of every month starting on the
weekend of 2/3 July and Sevenoaks on the second
weekend of each month starting on 9/10 July. Any
tinned food, especially meat is always appreciated
but | invited you to visit our new website to know
our precise need of the week: Sevenoaksfoodbank.
co.uk. Thank you.

Isabelle Mevrcer

Easter Offering

This totalled £13,074.30. Fr David and Fr Peter are
very grateful for your generosity.

The Society of Friends of Westminster
Cathedral - vacancy

A part-time Co-ordinator is required for the day to
day running of the charity. Full details at https://
westminstercathedral.org.uk/the-friends-seek-an-
organising-secretary/ .

PLEASE PRAY

¢ for all receiving their first Holy Communion at this
time, and for their catechists;

# for respect for life, especially that the elderly are
cared for and valued;

¢ for many volunteers for collectiOn counting and at
the 9:15am Mass;

¢ for good weather for the Parish Garden Party.

St Roch, pray for us.
St Joseph, pray for us.
St Thomas of Canterbury,
pray for us.
St Bernadette, pray for us.
St Edith of Kemsing, pray for us.
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s today is the Solemnity of Our Lord’s Body
and Blood (Corpus et Sanguis Christi) it
seems appropriate to give an overview of
the Mass.

The Eucharist

The Eucharist is counted as a Sacrament of Initiation,
and is the third of these; the first two are Baptism and
Confirmation. The Eucharist is, in the words of the
Second Vatican Council, the “source and summit of the
Christian life” (Lumen Gentium §11). It is the sign and
cause of our communion with God and with one
another (which is why we are unable to offer Holy
Communion to those who have withdrawn from
Communion with the Catholic Church). It is also a
uniting with the heavenly Liturgy and an anticipation of
eternal life (see the Catechism of the Catholic Church
§1326); in other words you had better get used to the
Mass in this life, else you will struggle in heaven!

Scriptural Foundations

The Mass is firmly Scriptural. In the Old Testament
there are various pre-echoes of it, including
Melchizedek, the High Priest who “brought out bread
and wine” (Genesis 14:18; see today’s First Reading),
the unleavened bread at the Passover each year
(Numbers 9), and the manna from heaven
(Deuteronomy 8:3). The underlying concepts of Mass,
including sacrifice, thanksgiving and communion with
God are all derived from the Old Testament.

In the Gospels there is the multiplication of the loaves
(Matthew 14: 13-21; 15: 32-39; see today’s Gospel),
the first miracle at Cana (water into wine: John 2: 1-
12), the Last Supper and Christ’s command to “do this
in memory of me”, Jesus’ discourse at Capernaum in
John 6 (“ | am the bread of life”), and the disciples
recognising Jesus in the breaking of bread at Emmaus
(Luke 24: 13-35).

In the New Testament see the reference in Acts 20:7 to
the breaking of bread, but the earliest account of the
command of Christ in is 1 Corinthians 11.

Different names

The Mass is so important that over the centuries it has
been known by a number of different names. Eucharist
comes from the Greek for giving thanks (to God). The

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

Holy Mass

Lord’s Supper is a term derived from Mark 14 and 1
Corinthians 11: 17-34. The Breaking of Bread was a
technical term used in the early Church (in the Emmaus
story in Luke and in Acts 2:42 etc). It can be called the
Assembly (Synaxis in Greek) because it is celebrated
amid the assembly of the faithful (see 1 Corinthians 11:
17-34). The Divine Liturgy refers to the Church’s
principal service and worship.

It is called the Holy Sacrifice because it makes present
the one sacrifice of Christ the Saviour (Hebrews 13:15,
1 Peter 2:5). The Most Blessed Sacrament describes it
as the sacrament of sacraments. The strangest word is
Mass. This is the most commonly used word, but its
origin is a mystery. It may come from the sending forth
(ie our mission) at the end of Mass - “Ite, Missa est” -
but we don’t actually know that is where it comes
from.

Holy Mass

The earliest witness to the Mass, as we would
recognise it, is in approximately 155 AD in the Apologia
1 written by Justin Martyr. It developed over the
centuries, until the Council of Trent (1545 — 1563)
formally codified the words and actions, in Latin of
course. Sometimes non-Catholics allege that the
Catholic Church invented its understanding of the
Eucharist then and thus subverted the ’purity’ of the
first Christians, but concepts like the Real Presence go
right back to the early Church; Trent simply put it down
in writing.

Vatican Il (1962 — 1965) opened up the use of the
people’s mother tongue, and designated the two-fold
structure of the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of
the Eucharist (Sacrosanctum Concilium §56). The
Council also wanted “devout and actual participation of
the faithful” (Sacrosanctum Concilium §50), more use
of the Bible, and greater access to communion under
both kinds.

For validity, bread and wine must be used (no Ribenal),
and it must be celebrated by a Sacerdos (= Bishop or
Priest). Every Catholic, unless impeded by illness, lack
of transport etc, has an obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holydays.
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CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION

At St Thomas’s use the Procession leaflets

After the Post Communion Prayer, KNEEL. As the Blessed Sacrament is placed on the Altar:

O Sacrament most Holy,

O Sacrament divine,

All praise and all thanksgiving
Be every moment thine. (x3)

Those throwing the rose petals precede the Priest; others please follow. During the Procession hymns (such as
Sweet Sacrament Divine, Alleluia, sing to Jesus, and Lord Jesus Christ will be sung; take a hymn book).

After the Blessed Sacrament is placed on the Altar:

Tantum ergo Sacramentum
Veneremur cernui:

Et antiquum documentum
Novo cedat ritui:

Praestet fides supplementum
Sensuum defectui.

Genitori, Genitoque

Laus et jubilatio,

Salus, honor, virtus quoque
Sit et benedictio:

Procedenti ab utroque
Compar sit laudatio. Amen.

V. Panem de caelo praestitisti eis, Alleluia.
R. Omne delectamentum in se habentem, Alleluia.

The Priest sings a Prayer.
After the Blessing with the Blessed Sacrament, repeat the Divine Praises after the Priest:

Blessed be God.

Blessed be His Holy Name.

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man.
Blessed be the Name of Jesus.

Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.

Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.

Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.

Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most Holy.
Blessed be her Holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her Glorious Assumption.

Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.
Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints.

As the Blessed Sacrament is reposed in the Tabernacle, a hymn such as Soul of my Saviour is sung.

MASS INTENTIONS

ALL MASSES ARE AT ST THOMAS'S CHURCH UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

SUNDAY 19" JUNE
6:00pm (Sat)
8:00am (Latin)

CORPUS CHRISTI
People in Ukraine
Bill Sharratt RIP (Birthday)

9:15am People of the Parish
11:15am Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
6:00pm Our Priests

9:30am Otford
9:30am Borough Green

11:00am West Kingsdown
Monday 20" S Alban, Protomartyr of Britain

Marta Wiacek (8" Birthday)
Jim & Margaret Vinson RIP (Anniversary)

Respect for Human Life

8:00am Leonard Gould RIP (5" Anniversary)
Tuesday 21* S Aloysius Gonzaga, Rel
9:30am June Hicks RIP

Wednesday 22" SS JOHN FISHER & THOMAS MORE, MM

8:00am Those who suffer persecution, oppression
& denial of human right

10:00am Otford
Thursday 23 The NATIVITY of S JOHN the BAPTIST
10:00am Borough Green

End of the pandemic

Peace and Reconciliation in Ukraine

12:00no0n Andy Hicks - in thanksgiving (90" Birthday)
Friday 24™ The MOST SACRED HEART of JESUS (C)
8:00am Lily Rodrigues RIP

10:00am West Kingsdown Those recently married
Saturday 25" The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary

9:30am Anne D’Souza RIP (Anniversary)
SUNDAY 26" JUNE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY

6:00pm (Sat) Dorothy Oliver RIP

8:00am (Latin) Tony Mermock RIP (Birthday)

9:15am Those who suffer persecution, oppression
& denial of human right

11:15am Wellbeing of Spokes family
6:00pm Joseph & Josephine Brown RIP
9:30am Otford
9:30am Borough Green

Deceased relatives - Andradi Brown family
Peace in Ukraine

William Edward Harding
- in thanksgiving (Birthday)

11:00am West Kingsdown

Please remember the sick who have been commended to our prayers,
especially:
Deidre Thomas, Ann Steven, Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken Holmes, Mary

Scott, Sean Cloke and all in care and nursing homes.
5

Baptism
Welcome to

Nikola Crnkovic
Maximillian & Raphael
Thomas

who were Baptized at
St Thomas’s, Sevenoaks

Wedding
Congratulations to

Mark Gallagher
&
Jessica Spokes

who were married at
St Thomas'’s last Saturday

Prayer for All
The Faithful Departed.

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.
May they rest in peace

LATIN
ANTIPHONS

Entrance

Cibavit eos ex adipe
frumenti, et de petra melle
saturavit eos.

Communion

Qui manducat meam
carnem et bibit meam
sanguinem, in me manet et
ego in eo, dicit Dominus.



