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 Today’s Mass:  SEVENTH SUNDAY of the YEAR (Year A) 

  Leviticus 19: 1-2, 17-18, Psalm 102, 1 Corinthians 3: 16-23, Matthew 5: 38-48 

 

The First Reading is part of what is known as the Holiness Code in Leviticus.  At God’s 

command, Moses gives some practical implications of what it means to be holy: do not bear 

hatred, do not exact vengeance, do not bear a grudge, in short “you must love your neighbour as 
yourself”. 

The Psalm is a song of praise to God, who is perfectly holy, forgiving, compassionate and loving. 

Second Reading:  St Paul underlines the countercultural character of Christianity: Godly 

wisdom seems foolish to the world, and vice versa. 

Gospel:  Jesus continues on from last Sunday’s Gospel, this week with hard sayings about non-

violent resistance and love of enemies.  If this all seems a bit impossible, Jesus’ last command 

seems totally impossible: “you therefore must be perfect”.  If we remember that we are made in 

God’s image, then although we know we will fail we can at least strive to be perfect like God. 

 

Fr David 

Luke and Lydia Wilson-Beales’s Confirmation  LENTEN Programme FOR 2023 

Thursday evening from 2nd March to 23rd March 
Refreshments from 7:00pm, talks at 7:30pm 

‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return’ 

With these words Ash Wednesday encourages us to return to the beginning, to take a step back and gain perspective over 

our lives and over our faith to prepare ourselves for Easter.  Make the most of your Lent by coming to these Lenten talks 

and prepare well for Easter. 

March 2nd: ‘Getting the Most out of Lent’.  Fr Matthew O’Gorman, Parish Priest of Corpus Christi, Brixton Hill, will base his 

talk on the powerful witness of St Catherine of Siena.  How can she help us to get the most out of Lent? 

March 9th: ‘Signs of Hope in a broken world’.  Sr Dr Gemma Simmonds CJ, Fellow of the Margaret Beaufort Institute of 

Theology, Cambridge.  In a world rife with injustice and conflict how do we find hope this Lent? 

March 16th: ‘Consolation of the Cross’.  Fr Lawrence Lew OP, Prior and Parish Priest of St Dominic’s Priory, Haverstock Hill.  

He reflects on the consolations we receive from our Crucified Saviour. 

March 23rd: ‘Preparing for Holy Week’.  Fr Tom Lynch, PP of English Martyrs, Strood.  Holy Week is the most important 

and sacred week for Christians throughout the world.  How do we prepare for it? 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Western Rd, Borough Green  
TN15 8AG 

 

Mass times:  Sunday 11:00am 
Friday 10:00am    

Holy Days of Obligation 11:00am 
Adoration:  Wed 12:00noon- 1:00pm 

St Bernadette’s  
West kingsdown 

 

 Church contacts:  
Jill & John Gobel 

Tel: 01474 853676 
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 

 

Church contact:  
Barry Authers 

Tel: 01959 524362 
sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk 

 

 Church contact:  
Antoni Offert  

Tel: O75I3 O4IO75  
sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 

 

Sunday Mass times:   
Saturday   
 6:00pm 
 
Sunday   
 8:00am (Latin)    
 9:15am ( ) 

11:15am 
 6:00pm 
 
 
 

Adoration:   
Monday       8:30am - 9:30am 
Tuesday        
 
 
 

Weekday Mass times: 
Monday  8:00am 
Tuesday  9:30am 
Wednesday  8:00am 
Thursday  12:00noon 
Friday  8:00am 
Saturday  9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday  
 10:00am - 10:30am, 
5:15pm - 5:45pm 

Granville Road, 
Sevenoaks TN13 1ER 

 
Parish Office: Magdalena Wiacek 

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 12:00noon 
Tel: 01732 454177  

sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
www.sevrcparish.org.uk 

  

High Street, Otford   
TN14 5PH 

Mass times:  Sunday 9:30am 
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 

Thursday 10:00am 
Holy Days of Obligation 6:00pm 

 
Executive  Head: 

Mrs Katherine Sexton 
Academy Principal: 
Ms Geraldine Leahy 
Tel: 01732 453921 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury  
Sevenoaks 

MOST HOLY TRINITY  
OTFORD 

St Thomas’ catholic  

primary school 

Fawkham Rd, West Kingsdown  
TN15 6JP 

St Joseph’s  
BOROUGH GREEN 
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God loves his children 
Mass activity for children 

Mass times:  Sunday 9:30am   
(with Children’s Liturgy of the Word)   

Wednesday 10:00am    
Holy Days of Obligation 10:00am 

Adoration:  Thursday 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
Friday 11:00am - 12:00noon 

South Park,  
Sevenoaks, TN13 1EH 

www.saintthomas.co.uk 



St Joseph’s Committee 

Meets on Thursday, after the Mass.  Please speak to 

John Foley if you have any matters for the committee 

to discuss. 
 

Stations of the Cross 

At Most Holy Trinity on Thursday at 7:30pm; at St 

Joseph’s on Friday at 6:00pm; at St Bernadette’s on 

Friday at 7:30pm; at St Thomas’s on Friday at 8:00pm; 

all starting this week. 

  

Next Sunday 

The annual Clergy Support Fund Second 

Collection.  This enables the Archdiocese to care for 

priests in their retirement, old age, or in ill health, after 

a lifetime of service and devotion to Christ, His Church, 

and His people.  In 2022 this cost £1.33 million. 

 

today 

Annual Mission Appeal 

We shall be joined by Fr Armand, Fr Thaygu and Fr 

Marck from the Society of African Missions (SMA) 

British Province, for whom the Second Collection will 

be taken.  The Order was founded in 1856 and 

currently serves in 17 different African countries. 

For more information go to https://www.sma-gb.org/. 

 

this week 

Parish Office 

Magda is back and so the Office is open at the normal 

times this week. 

  

Tuesday: the Pilgrims 

It’s Shrove Tuesday!  All ’senior’ parishioners are 

invited for pancakes at 10:15am, after the Mass, in the 

Parish Room. 

  

Tuesday: Episcopal Ordination of 
  Bishop-Elect Philip Moger 

12:30pm in St George’s Cathedral.  Please be seated by 

midday; refreshments afterwards.  The Mass will be 

livestreamed at https://bit.ly/EpiscopalOrdination23 

for those who cannot attend in person. 

Parish NOTICES 
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Contacts &  organisations 

Parish of St Thomas of Canterbury, Sevenoaks 
 

Presbytery and Parish Office: 12 Granville Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1ER 
Website: www.sevrcparish.org.uk   Tel: 01732 454177 

  

Parish Priest: Fr David Gibbons, KCHS   davidgibbons@rcaos.org.uk 
           Assistant Priest: Fr Peter Littleton  peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Deacon: Rev’d Neil Philipson  neilphilipson@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Magdalena Wiacek  sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Office hours: Monday - Friday  9:00am - 12:00noon 

 

Safeguarding Rep: Ken Baines  sevenoakssg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
The Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator can be contacted on 020 7261 1606; in an emergency dial 999 

Adoration 
Barry Authers  adoration@sevrcparish.org.uk    
 

Altar Servers (St Thomas’s) 
Catherine Ingram Ingramfamily15@yahoo.com  
 

Catenians 
Social club for Catholic men 
Aiden O’Mahony  aidan.omahony@btinternet.com 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Sunday Mass 
Sevenoaks, 9:15am Mass:  
Mark O’Prey  sevenoaksclow@rcaos.org.uk 
Otford, 9:30am Mass:  
Magdalena Wiacek  sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk 
Borough Green, 9:30am Mass:  
Fiona Newton - fionanewton321@btinternet.com 
 

Choirs 
Music Group: 
Lonnie Christophers   lonniechr@hotmail.com 
Traditional Choir: Barbara Page  01732 454729 
Borough Green: Chris Hurll  chris.hurll@outlook.com 
 

Church Cleaning (St Thomas’s) 
James McSharry jamesmcsharry@hotmail.com 
 

Church Flowers 
Kate Travers katetravers521@hotmail.com  
 

Confirmation Programme 
Gabrielle Ellis  sevenoaksconfirmation@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Parish Finance Committee 
Secretary: Mary Scott  3maryscott@gmail.com 
 

First Holy Communion  &  Reconciliation Programme 
Fr Peter Littleton: peterlittleton@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Gift Aid:  
Sean Corrigan  sevenoaksgac@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Holy Trinity Committee 
Secretary: Barry Authers  sevenoaksmht@rcaos.org.uk 
 

Lectio Divina 
Kathie Gonzalez  01732 761253 
 

Listening to you (Bereavement Support) 
Third Monday, 10:30am in Parish Room 
Ronnie Campbell 01732 452988, Sarah Harrison 01959 
522357, Kate Travers  katetravers521@hotmail.com and Ann 
Livingston  annlivingston@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Loaves and Fishes Foodbank 
Isabelle Mercer: h.imercer@btopenworld.com 
 

Mothers’ Prayers 
Mondays, 11:30am at Star House, Star Hill Road 
  01959 532505 
 

Baby & Toddlers Group 
Tuesdays 10:00am - 12:00noon, Parish Centre  
Mary Hunt  07890 229794 
 
 

RACET (Rural Africa Children’s Education Trust) 
MaryAnn Perasso  01959 522337, www.racet.org 
 

Readers, Ministers & Welcomers Rota (St Thomas’s) 
Andrew Pembroke  st.thomas.rota@gmail.com  
 

Repository 
Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 11:15am 
Sophie McBrien sophiemcbrien@yahoo.co.uk 
 

RCIA  
For adults becoming Catholic  
Andrew  La Trobe  andrew.latrobe@gmail.com 
 

Retreats 
Catherine Roger  c.rodger@btinternet.com 
 

St Bernadette’s Committee 
Secretary: Jill Gobel   jill.gobel@btinternet.com 
 

St Joseph’s Committee 
Secretary:  John Foley  johnandmariefoley@gmail.com 
 

The Pilgrims 
For retired parishioners 
Jackie Pembroke  01732 450197
 

Scripture Fellowship 
Reading a Gospel together 
Andrew Wilkinson  andrewwilkos@gmail.com 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 
Paul Boyle 07796564018  
Kathie Gonzalez  sevenoakssvp@gmail.com 
 

Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM) 
West Kingsdown UCM: 
Monica Biggs mmdbbiggs@outlook.com  
 

Webmaster 
Barry Authers  sevenoakswebmaster@rcaos.org.uk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A day of fasting and abstinence, and the beginning of 

Lent. 

Mass with the imposition of ashes: 

   St Thomas’s 8:00am (Latin) 2:00pm, 8:00pm;  

   Most Holy Trinity 10:00am;  

   St Bernadette’s 11:00am;  

   St Joseph’s 6:00pm. 

The 2:00pm Mass will be attended by the Juniors from 

St Thomas’ School; the abnormal time is because the 

children from the School go swimming on Wednesday 

mornings. 
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From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

L 
ent is, as everyone knows, the time when 
we make a special effort to renew our 
Christian discipleship.  This we do by 
almsgiving, fasting, and prayer, and by 
study of our faith.  So, what are YOU going 

to do this Lent? 

Prayer 
You are hardly short of opportunities to increase and 
deepen your prayer.  How about attending an extra 
Mass each week, in addition to your Sunday 
attendance?  Saturday morning is possible if you work 
during the week.  Have you ever tried Adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament?  If not, give it a try: see 
page 2 for Adoration times. 

Stations of the Cross is a very popular devotion (see 
page 3 for the times, or you can pray it at home via the 
Parish website).  The Rosary is prayed on Saturday 
mornings in St Thomas’s. 

Go to universalis.com to pray the Divine Office (the 
Liturgy of the Hours) on your laptop or phone.  Above 
all set aside time to pray at home, and in your family if 
you have one.  Another good online source for prayer 
is uk.magnificat.net. 

Fasting 
This is something we in the West are not very good at 
(and I include myself in this!); our Moslem friends put 
us to shame.  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 
days of fasting (that is, missing out a meal) and 
abstinence (that is, not partaking of meat; if you are 
vegetarian or vegan, abstain from something else).  
And all Fridays are days of abstinence.  If you are not in 
the habit of abstaining on Fridays, Lent is the ideal time 
to start. 

The Friday before the CAFOD Second Collection is an 
opportunity to fast and to donate the money you 
would have spent on food and drink to CAFOD. 

Fasting from overuse of phones and social media will 
help you to avoid become enslaved to technology 
(younger people please note!).  Fasting from being over 
hasty in getting your opinion across would also be a 
good Lenten discipline. 

Almsgiving 
There is no lack of suitable recipients of your 
almsgiving.  We have our Second Collections for the 
Mission Appeal, the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund, 
CAFOD, etc, and the DEC is collecting for the 
earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria. 

Donations to the Foodbanks in Sevenoaks, Borough 
Green and West Kingsdown also come under this 
heading.  And there are many charities you can 
support, including Aid to the Church in Need and Life 
organisations. 

Study 
You are spoilt in this Parish for opportunities to deepen 
your knowledge and understanding of the faith. 

On Tuesdays, starting on 28th February in the Parish 
Centre, we are resuming the very popular Sycamore 
programme, which was cut short by the pandemic.  It 
starts with a light meal, followed by easy to follow 
video presentations and small group discussions.  The 
theme of the videos is Living the Christian Faith in the 
World. 

On Thursdays, also in the Parish Centre with 
refreshments from 7:00pm, we have a series of more 
in depth talks on the theme ‘Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return’.  These start on 
Thursday  2nd March.  See the back page for full details. 

Do not be deterred by thinking these sessions will be 
over your head; on the contrary you will gain much 
understanding and deepen your closeness to Christ. 

Penance 
It would be remiss of me not to remind you of the need 
to go to Confession in Lent.  The Saturday times are 
listed on page 2.  You can always approach a Priest for 
Confession before (if there is time) or after a Mass.  
You can find Confession times in neighbouring Parishes 
from their websites. 

Lenten discipline and exercises 
The above suggestions are not either/or.  You can 
adopt more than one Lenten discipline.  The important 
thing is to decide what you are going to do this Lent 
and ask the Holy Spirit to help you stick to it.  If your 
Lenten discipline in previous years seems a bit stale, 
choose something new.   

Look on Lent as a time for spiritual exercises, to help us 
love God and our neighbours better.  If you want to 
learn the piano, say, you must do your regular 
exercises.  It is the same with our spiritual lives, and 
Lent is the time to get into the habit of doing spiritual 
exercises, especially self-denial and prayer. 

Lent is upon us, a marvellous  time for spiritual growth, 
if only we would seize the opportunity.  What is 
stopping you? 
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NOTICES 

Friday 3rd March - World Day of Prayer 

The theme this year is I have heard about your faith, 

written by the women of Taiwan.  The Borough 

Green Service is at St Joseph’s at 11:00am.  The 

Sevenoaks Service is at St Nicholas Church of England 

Church at 2:00pm.  Both are followed by 

refreshments. 

 

Health & Safety Officer 

We are pleased to report that Edwin Brenninkmeyer 

has agreed to be the Parish Health & Safety Officer, 

in succession to Maria Boehne who moved away.  His 

principal duty is keeping up to date the diocesan 

Health & Safety Toolbox (which with four churches is 

the most extensive in the Archdiocese), but 

remember that everyone is responsible for health 

and safety on the premises. 

 

Parish Office 

Magda is in the Parish Office Monday to Friday, 

9:00am - 12:00 midday, for all routine matters like 

booking Mass Intentions, requesting certificates, etc.  

The Office email is sevenoaks@rcaos.org.uk and the 

phone number is 01732 454177. 

 

The Holy Rosary 

The Rosary is prayed on a Saturday morning after the 

9:30am Mass.  The best way to learn the practice of 

this great prayer is to join in with those reciting it. 

 

‘Renewed in Hope’ 

The Archdiocesan Spirituality Commission is offering 

a Retreat experience for Lent 2023.  Drawing on the 

Sunday Mass readings it will help participants to find 

fresh ways of living and working in hope.  It is based 

on a weekly email with a link to a 20 minute video, in 

which the Archbishop will introduce the theme and a 

witness will speak of the relevance in their daily life.  

All you have to do is to sign up at http://eepurl.com/

hVT7Dv and set aside space for reflection. 

Message from Mgr Boniface Tamani in Malawi 

“We have had good rains this year and we cannot 

complain against God except ourselves.  The country 

is being mismanaged and there is a lot of corruption 

going on.  Consequently, there is a high rate of 

inflation, big rise in prices of items, and a severe 

shortage of food.  Most people in Malawi are 

subsistent farmers, they eat what they grow with 

their own hands.  They have cultivated the land for 

years and it is very difficult to harvest anything from 

one's field without applying fertilizers.  Most people 

were not able to buy fertilizers this year for it was too 

expensive for them.  The crops in the fields do not 

look good at all.  The food shortage will continue 

throughout the year. 

On 24th December, I was able to distribute some 

maize and maize flour to 200 families of old and 

vulnerable people so that they could celebrate 

Christmas on a full stomach.  Thanks for the cash 

that was donated to me by parishioners when I 

visited you last Summer.  What I got I was able to 

share with many who sought help for food and 

school fees.  Every little helps, thanks to you all. 

Fr Peter gave me 150 pounds for a needy family.  I 

am pleased to report that I used this money to help 

three students, one is at Pius XII Seminary and two 

others are at Phalombe Teachers' Training College.  I 

am pleased that in this way we were able to touch 

lives of many people in our limited way. 

Our academic calendar is out for the final 

semester.  Now it is clear that I can comfortably 

come over for supply in the months of August and 

September.   

Pray for our country, for the economy is collapsing 

and there is a lot of suffering as many cannot meet 

their basic needs, especially food.  There is a lot of 

dissatisfaction and anger in people's hearts. 

My regards to all parishioners”. 

Fr Boni 

Parish and other NOTICES 
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Your Lenten discipline 

http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv
http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv
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Latin Antiphons 
 

Entrance 

Domine, in tua misericordia 
speravi.  Exsultavit cor meum in 
salutari tuo, cantabo Domino, 
qui bona tribuit mihi. 

Communion 

Domine, ego credidi quia tu es 
Christus Filius Dei vivi, qui in 
hunc mundum venisti. 
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SUNDAY 19th  February   SEVENTH SUNDAY of the YEAR  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Joe Roe RIP 

 8:00am (Latin)  People of the Parish 

 9:15am   Society of the African Missions 

 11:15am   Tim Kelly RIP (anniversary)  

 6:00pm   Bishop - Elect Philip Moger 

  9:30am  Otford  Margaret Dickens RIP 

 9:30am  Borough Green Archie Payne RIP (anniversary) 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Good estate of Lynne Stanley  

Monday 20th    Feria  

 8:00am   Neil D’Souza RIP (birthday)  

Tuesday 21st   S Robert Southwell, Pr M 

 9:30am   Fr Joe Andradi 

WEDNESDAY 22nd    ASH WEDNESDAY 

 8:00am   Francis (Micki) Owen RIP 

 2:00pm   Holy Souls 

 8:00pm   Honor Margaret Sherratt RIP 

 10:00am  Otford  John Gibson RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown J & C Gibson RIP 

  6:00pm  Borough Green J & C Gibson RIP 

Thursday 23rd   Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

  10:00am  Borough Green Good estate of Malcolm Family  

 12:00noon   Recovery and good health of Donald D’Souza 

Friday 24th   Friday after Ash Wednesday 

 8:00am   Dec’d members of the Andradi-Brown family 

 10:00am  West Kingsdown Robert Bartlett RIP 

Saturday 25th    Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

 9:30am   John Gibson RIP 

SUNDAY 26th  February   FIRST SUNDAY of LENT  

 6:00pm (Sat)   Dec’d members: Watson & Landon families 

 8:00am (Latin)  People of the Parish 

 9:15am   Sick and Retired Priests 

 11:15am   Julia Pert RIP   

 6:00pm   Anne & George RIP 

  9:30am  Otford  Sick and Retired Priests 

 9:30am  Borough Green Jon Le Sbirel RIP 

 11:00am  West Kingsdown Families struggling economically 

Mass intentions 
All  masses are  at  st Thomas ’s  CHURCH  unless  otherwise  stated 

 

Society of African missions 

 Baptism 

Welcome to 

Arthur James Gannon 

Baptized at  St Thomas’s 

last weekend. 

For your prayers 

Departed anniversaries 

Constance Dumaresque, Norman 
Woodhead, Daisy Mooney, John 

Carolin, Jon Le Sbirel, Michael Hague, 
James Doherty, Lynn Rayner, Joseph 

Connor, John Stewart, Albert 
Munden, James Grigg, Auriol 

Wheating, Joseph McAdam, Patricia 
Hills, John Gordon, Edmund Eccles, 

Teresa Pragnell, Geoffrey Hickey, 
Piermario Lichi, Florence Roberts, 
Monica Knox, Archie Payne, Sheila 
McEvoy, C Edwards, J Walsh, Mary 

O’Driscoll, Johanna Kenward, Leslie 
Stuart, Richard Curtis, Madeleine 

Raison, Julia Pert, Kathleen Gaunt, 
Peter Gray, Anne Villemus, John Dean, 

Mary Corbett 
Eternal rest grant unto them… 

 

The sick 

Tony Barrett, Frank Eastbrooke, Lynne 

Stanley, Veronica Williams, Yvonne 

Bollen, Peter Ringham, Ann Steven, 

Lilian Spragg, Jane Tabor, Ken 

Holmes, Mary Scott, Sean Cloke, Ann 

Farren and all in 

care and nursing homes 

 

 

 

The Missionary Society 

We are an  international missionary Society with members coming from 24 countries.  Our missionary focus is Africa 

and her people.  Our purpose is to spread the Gospel.  Our missionaries presently serve in 17 different African 

countries. 

The Society was founded at Lyons, France in 1856 by a French Missionary Bishop, Bishop Melchior de Marion 

Bresiallac.  He set out the following four guiding principles for his work at the beginning of his missionary career:  

“To be a missionary with all my heart 

To neglect nothing that will advance the work of God 

To seize every opportunity of preaching the word of God 

To use every available means to train a native clergy” . 

The British Province of the Society had its beginnings in Manchester in 1953, where today, we have a mission 

promotions centre.  A further two mission promotions centres are located in Northwood, near Watford and 

Dunblane in Scotland.  The Provincial Superior resides in Manchester  The Society is sometimes known as the SMA 

Fathers.  People often ask, then why SMA and not SAM?  The initials refer to the name in Latin: Societas Missionum 

ad Afros which translates to Society of African Missions. 

Our Mission 

The Society of African Missions (SMA) is committed to preaching the Good News of Jesus Christ chiefly in Africa and 

to people of African origin.  We regard solidarity with the poor and the powerless, commitment to reading the 

signs of the times, activities for Justice and Peace, dedication to building a better world, including care for the 

environment, as constitutive dimensions of witnessing to the Good News.  We do this through education, health 

care, development projects and conscientisation for justice.  We also help in caring for African immigrants in Europe 

and the USA and draw attention to those structures that oppress them and other people of the Third World. 

Though the obstacles are many, the Society of African Missions is filled with hope, a hope that is rooted in the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  In the service of this Gospel, whose power we have witnessed in the birth of new Christian 

communities throughout Africa, we seek to give prophetic witness to the 

• Word that is Truth, 

• Word that illumines and gives life, 

• Word that liberates and transforms.  

The Apostolate of the Society of African Missions is of its nature specifically missionary.  We are not "extra clergy" 

but missionaries engaged in the Church's Mission ‘ad Gentes’ (to the Gentiles).  Called "to bear witness to the Risen 

Christ among the nations" (Redemptoris Missio, no 66), we reach out, not only across geographical barriers, but 

across social and cultural barriers, to those who are most abandoned and marginalised, to the victims of war and 

violence, to refugees in Africa and outside it, to women and children, and to all those who await the Gospel of 

hope. 

SMA Missionaries live and work in solidarity with our African brothers and sisters struggling for justice and peace in 

the midst of political turmoil and social disintegration: members are prepared to dedicate ourselves with courage to 

stand by the people in the many troubled regions on the continent of Africa.  


